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WE have selected. the works before us-chiefly with the view 
of calling the attention of the public to the subject of. the 
Athanasian Creed: It has been remarked, as a singular cir- 
cumstance, that Protestants should now be debating with 
Roman Catholics the leading -principles of the Reformation. 
It is still more singular, we think, that in this age of the 
Gospel, the cause of scriptural theology should need to be 
defended against the cavils of sceptical assailants. Now that 
the field has so long been won, and in the secure possession 
of the champions of Revelation, it is strange that we should 
be called upon in this age to fight over again the battles of our 
forefathers, and re-assert our right to the vantage ground which 
we occupy. 

The work of Dr. Miller was called forth in consequence.of 
some sermons recently published by a Dr. Bruce; who, it seems, 
is a leading minister among a body of the Irish Presbyterians, 
seceding from the established Presbyterian communion (whose 
doctrines are Calvinistic), and professing Arian tenets. Our 
author’s design is to combat the principal points of Arian doc- 
trine maintained in Dr. B.’s discourses, which he does in a very 
sound and able manner. The whole subject, indeed, of his work 
is so deserving of consideration, that we cannot pass over the 
preliminary part, in our haste to come to the discussion respect- 
ing the Athanasian Creed, without some notice. And this, 
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indeed, is rendered the more necessary, as the author himself 
has not furnished his reader with the ordinary helps for col- 
lecting and understanding his train of arguments, by breaking 
his discussion into chapters or sections, or giving any kind of 
analysis, or even a table of contents. We shall, accordingly, 
give such a brief outline of the contents, as may assist the 
general reader in more readily understanding the author’s ob- 
ject as he proceeds. 

After mentioning the occasion on which the work was un- 
dertaken, the author comments on the moderation of the Church 
in her doctrinal system, as conciliating the various extremes of 
error (p 3). He shews the tendency of these various extremes 
to centre in the same point. (p. 7.) He then proceeds to dis- 
cuss the general grounds on which Dr. B. establishes his 
system. ‘The four Gospels, which it seems Dr. B. looks upon 
as the only genuine source of doctrinal truths, are pointed out 
to have been by no means designed as comprising a complete 
doctrinal scheme: and it is argued that it is no derogation to 
their fulness and authority to require the addition of the Epis- 
tles in order to deduce the complete body of Christian truth. 
(pp. 11—20.) Dr. B. wishes to make out the principal doc- 
trines, as usually received, to be entirely abstract and specu- 
lative, and therefore unimportant, and not to be insisted upon as 
essentials : on which points he is fully refuted. (p. 21, &c.) 

The author next proceeds to examine Dr. B.’s particular 
tenets in detail. (p. 25.) The belief in Mysteries, and the 
scripture doctrines of Election, &c. are ably discussed (pp. 
27—36). The doctrine of Original Sin is carefully distin- 
guished from the opposing extremes to which it is carried by 
Calvinism and Arianism. (p. 37.) This leads to the scheme of 
Redemption through Christ. (p. 45). The fundamental ques- 
tion respecting the eternal divinity of Christ, is treated with 
considerable learning and acumen; and the Arian tenets are re- 
futed with moderation and firmness. (p. 46, &c.) The subject 
of Divine worship addressed to Christ, is next ‘treated (p. 97). 
The Intercession is not denied by Dr. Bruce. The Suffer- 
ings of Christ, and their design, are clearly and scripturally illus- 
trated (p. 103), and their representation, under the Sacrifices 
of old, satisfactorily defended (p. 113). The conditions of 
salvation thus wrought out are well stated, and the extremes 
of opposing systems, which virtually agree in depreciating the 
real justifying principle, ably exposed. (p. 118.) 

The subject of future Punishment is then adverted to 
(p. 124). Dr. B.’s opinion is, that the wicked, after a limited 
period of misery, proportioned to their wickedness, shall be 
finally annihilated. This is refuted, as unsanctioned by any 
scriptural authority, and directly contrary to the literal import 
of Scripture. (p. 125.) 
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Dr. B.’s system is then compared with that of the Unitarians, 
and shewn to verge very much towards it (p. 133). And the 
author concludes with some very good remarks on_ the various 
species of error to which the opposite extremes of fanaticism 
lead. 

Upon the whole, if no great novelty or originality of dis- 
cussion is to be found in the development of these several 
topics of argument, that. want is fully compensated in sound 
sense and cogent reasoning, employed in the maintenance 
and defence of pure, scriptural, and orthodox Christianity. 
With these remarks, ye er leave the former portion of this 
volume to the careful pérusal of our readers ; and proceed to 
the consideration of the second part, which we propose to view 
in conjunction with the other productions above mentioned, 
in reference to the same important subject. 

The doctrine of the Holy Trinity forms, as it were, the sun 
and the centre of the whole system of Christian truth ; and being 
the most elevated of all mysteries, it has, on this account, been, 
more than any other doctrine, the subject of most presumptuous 
speculation to every self-conceited theoretic religionist. Those 
who have been deterred by the difficulties of laborious research 
on topics within the reach of human ability, have here boldly 
launched into the most adventurous depths of speculation, 
because the difficulties were too great to be appreciated by 
their narrow apprehensions. Hence, the multiplied discussion 
which has arisen, and the occasion which has been furnished to 
the champions of orthodoxy to enter the lists of arduous contro- 
versy, on this awful mystery of their faith. Fearfully, indeed, 
should even the advocates of the Catholic doctrine address 
themselves to such an inquiry ; anxiously should they guard every 
step which they make in their laudable zeal for the defence of 
the truth, lest they be found over-stepping those bounds which 
the scriptures have fixed to check the extravagances of human 
opinion. The grand truth of a Trinity in the Unity of the 
Godhead appears to us to stand like some gigantic rock, vast in 
its magnitude and solidity,-yet poised in such delicate equili- 
brium, that the slightest and often most unintentional. touch 
may produce a declination from scriptural rectitude. Thus it 
is not without some solicitude, that we open the work even of 
a professed supporter of the orthodox faith. 

Now, the defence of the Athanasian Creed is identified, in 
our judgment, with a defence of the doctrine itself of the 
Trinity ; for, if we trace to their source the objections which 
have been made against the creed, we shall find them to origi- 
nate for the most part in objections to the doctrine itself which 
it inculcates. It is sufficiently illustrative of this remark, that, 
with the increased currency of Socinianism, the attacks are 
revived against the particular formulary of this creed. 
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Several causés have concurred to bring the Athanasian Creed 
into peculiar discussion at the present day. The plan proposed 
by the late Duke of Grafton and Bishop Watson, [by the one as 
Chancellor, and the other as Divinity Professor of Cambridge, | 
for bringing in a bill to expunge this Creed from the Prayer- 
Book, is well known. It appears that there is at present an 
unusually strong desire among the London Unitarians to revive 
this project. ‘The anonymous author of a recent publication, 
entitled “‘ Free Thoughts upon the Three Creeds,” (referred to 
by Dr. Card, in his Sermon before us,) has expressed his earnest 
wish for bringing the plan forward ; and another luminary of the 
sect has pronounced the present times peculiarly favourable for 
getting rid of “‘ this scholastic jargon and metaphysical non- 
sense.” The Unitarians at large, and their numerous allies the 
self-styled ‘ liberal” and “rational” believers, are labouring to 
get up some sort of application to the Legislature to carry the 
project into execution. - And when we consider the tendency of 
many sentiments and expressions which have of late dropped 
even from Members of Parliament who are reputed as the friends 
of religion, we cannot sit down quietly as if all were safe, when 
one of our bulwarks is thus assailed both’ from within and 
without. ; 

The dislike of this creed among friends of the Established 
Church will be found attributable to the want of a due con- 
sideration of its nature and design. It was nothing else than 
mere ignorance which gave rise to the sarcastic sneers of 
Gibbon (alluded to by Dr. Miller) against ‘‘ this famous creed, 
which so clearly expounds the mysteries of the Trinity and 
the: Incarnation ;” as if it in ‘the slightest .degree pretended 
to give any such exposition. Nor can’ we consider it otherwise 
than one of those instances of mistake and want of considera- 
tion, from which even men of ‘the highest, ability are not always 
exempt, that an eminent prelate, in a work expressly intended 
as a manual for candidates for holy orders, ‘should have un- 
happily described the ‘ damnatory clauses” to be “ unnecessary 
and presumptuous.” (See Bishop Tomline’s Elements, Vol. Ll. 
p- 223.) 

In ‘teference to all such objections against this creed, it 
would: be well if an admirable remark from one of our most 
eminent living divines were attended to. ‘‘ However lightly,” 
observes Bishop Van Mildert, “‘ it may be regarded by persons 
of little discernment, or tinctured with false notions of liberality 
on religious subjects, it is, in truth, a composition, which, to 
those especially who are conversant with the history of opinions 
in fornier' times, furnishes matter of admiration, from the 
extraordinary accuracy and precision with which it is framed, 
and by which the’ doctrine it contains is guarded on all sides 
against misinterpretation.” (Bampt. Lect. p. 275.): ‘To oppose 






























































SAR bat SL 








The Athanasian Creed. 5 


the various perversions of truth by early heretics was in fact its 
design, and not to offer explanations.of what is, and ever must 
be, inexplicable.. Yet this is the light in which the indolent 
and fastidious spirit of modern scepticism misapprehends the 
design of this and all other creeds. The objector is too 
blindly led-by his own theory to give the subject a, fair investi- 
gation; and too ignorant of the history of religious opinions to 
understand the import of the formulary he is criticising. 
Hence he sets it down for a mass of confusion and contradiction, 
or at best a presumptuous attempt to explain the mysteries of 
heaven. The right way to perceive the real intention of this 
creed, and to see the objections against it in their proper 
light, is obviously to take into account the state of opinions at 
the time when it was framed, and to examine the nature of 
those heresies which it was designed to oppose. ‘The Sabellians 
confounded the persons. ‘The Arians and Macedonians divided 
the subsistence, and denied the divinity of the Son and the 
Spirit. ‘The Apollinarians denied the humanity of Christ ; and 
a host of inferior sects distracted the truth into every. sort of 
extravagance. Whilst the true and simple faith of. the Church 
was thus being misrepresented, perverted, and refined away, 
by every species of sophistry and subtilty, what could be more 
reasonable and necessary, than that the watchful guardians cf 
the truth should endeavour to preserve its integrity uncorrupt, 
by framing creeds and formularies more precise in proportion 
to the multiplication of error, and worded so as to oppose 
every particular innovation by a counter-statement. This is, 
in fact, exactly the light in which the various articles of the 
Athanasian Creed are to be viewed. There is in them no 
attempt whatever to explain what is incomprehensible, or to 
define what is incapable of definition, as some ignorantly 
suppose; but simply the imposition of a strong negative upon 
each opposing extravagance of heresy. Viewed in this light, 
the whole is plain and intelligible, and free from any possible 
charge of presumption; its very object bemg to repress pre- 
sumptuous speculation, As heresy increased, and multiplied 
its arrogant subtilties upon the plain truths of scripture, it 
became’ necessary to meet it at every point with new articles, 
framed to oppose each of the peculiarities of error; and to 
make various affirmations of truth, not so much for the pur- 
pose of defining what men ought, as of excluding: what they 
ought not, to believe. 

In fact, we have long regarded the remark of Bishop Gastrell 
on this point, as one of peculiar force and excellence :---*‘ A three- 
fold. distinction in the Godhead,” says he, ‘‘ consistent with the 
unity of God, is as plainly revealed in scripture as any other 
article of faith. Nor are those general abstracted terms we find 
in our creeds to be condemned as useless and perplexing niceties ; 
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for, though they are not sufficient to make us understand the 
Trinity fully and distinctly, yet they are proper limitations to 
exclude all the false and unworthy apprehensions of this 
doctrine, which pretenders to a more particular explication 
might introduce.” (Vide Enchiridion Theolog.) 

In this light, as in every part intended to oppose some 
peculiar heresy, the writers, whose works are now before us, 
have been careful to place this creed. Mr. Richardson appears 
to us to have done so in a very plain and intelligible style, so 
that, his publication will not fail, we should hope, to be of 
considerable service to the cause of truth; not perhaps among 
the more learned portion of the Church, but extensively 
among the community at large, with whom the absurd bombast 
of the Unitarian school is frequently mistaken for profound: 
philosophy, and its malignant obloquies for rational liberality ; 
and among whom, therefore, a little exposure of these fallacies, 
blunders, and extravagant conceits, must be peculiarly sea- 
sonable. 

In the same light has this creed been viewed and illustrated 
both by Dr. Card, (p. 13,) and in a more extended manner 
by Dr. Miller, (p. 158, &c.) It is in reference to this view 
of the object of the creed, that he finds considerable ground 
for arguing in favour of the claim of Hilary, Bishop of Arles, 
in France, as its author ; from the circumstance, that the Gothic 
tribes professing Arianism had, in his time, established them- 
selves into a powerful kingdom in France: it was therefore his 
natural duty thus to protect the true faith. 

At the commencement of his observations, Dr. Miller has 
entered somewhat in detail into the history of the Athanasian 
Creed. He has examined the various opinions respecting its 
origin, and is disposed to agree with Dr. Waterland (as we 
have already observed) in ascribing it to Hilary, and concluding 
that it was composed about the year 430. As to the origin of 
the name given to this creed, Dr. Miller conceives we have 
historical evidence to prove that the name was actually acquired, 
as meaning only that it contained a system of doctrine agreeing 
with the opinions maintained by Athanasius in his great contest 
with Arius: and that there was, in fact, no intention whatever of 
imposing the creed on Christians as the work of Athanasius. 
He shews, by numerous examples, that in almost all the 
ancient copies, and especially in those of greater antiquity, it 
is entitled, ‘* Fides Catholica,” or ‘* Fides Athanasii;”. and 
maintains, that it is not in any one called “ Symbolum 
Athanasii,” as it should have been denominated, if the inten- 
tion had been, that it should be received as truly the creed of 
that distinguished Bishop. 

Notwithstanding all the arguments which have been urged 
to shew the Latin origin of this creed,,and stamped as they 
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are (among others) by the high authority of Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor, (in his Liberty of Prophesying;) the supposition, that 
it was in reality composed in Greek, and that in consequence 
of the old copies being lost, the only remaining ones are Latin 
versions, was maintained by Bishop Beveridge; and with him 
Dr. Card seems to agree. It is, moreover, well known to 
those who have investigated the history of this creed, that 
Felckman refers to a Greek manuscript of it, deposited in the Pa- 
latine library :---Dr. Card quotes the following passage from Felck- 
man to that purport, “‘ Invenimus id ipsum etiam post in codice 
quodam Palatine bibliothece, expressi Athanasio inscriptum, 
(licet id recentiores Greci nolint,) ut videre est ex epistola 
Meletii Constantinopolitani Patriarche ad Douzam, ex quo etiam 
discrepantias quasdam notabimus.” Dr. Card also mentions, 
(notes, p. 37,) that a friend of his lately met with, in the Vatican, 
a MS. of this creed in Greek, which he supposes to be the one 
referred to by Felckman; and its title is---‘‘ ZupPodor rov dyrov 
’"AGavacwv.” We own we should like a little more; information 
as to the authenticity of this MS., and its identity with Felck- 
man’s. The title especially deserves notice, and the whole 
statement is one of considerable importance, in reference to 
one of the most interesting questions in ecclesiastical antiquities. 
If the antiquity of the MS. be satisfactorily made out, its title 
would be strong evidence, viewed in connexion with the dis- 
tinction just pointed out, as laid down by Dr. Miller. 

In reference to the question of the reception of this creed in 
the Eastern Church, so strongly denied by many authors of 
celebrity, the following testimonies appear to us of considerable 
value; given by Dr. Card in one of his notes: (p. 38.) 


“Dr. Smith however informs us, ‘ that the Greeks are wholly 
strangers to the Athanasian Creed.’ (p, 196.) See a Translation of 
his werk, De Grace Ecclesiz hodierno statu. Traj. 1689, 8vo. 
But better authorities fully justify my assertion in the text. ‘ The 
whole service of the Greg Church is performed by reading of certain 
psalms or chapters in the Bible ; sometimes the priest adds St. Athana- 
sius’s Creed, or sings certain hymns and St. Chrysostom’s Homily.’ 
See a Relation of the Earl of Carlisle’s three Embassies from Charles 
II. to the Courts of Muscovy, Sweden, and Denmark, in 1663-1664, 
by G. M. Lond. 1669. ‘ They (the Russians) receive the Creed of 
the Apostles and that of Nice and Athanasius.’ See Ancient and 
Modern Religion of the Muscovites, written in French, and printed 
in Cologn, 1698, and afterwards translated into English. The 
learned reader will recollect, that the Russians received their religion 
and rites from the Patriarch of Constantinople about the tenth or 
beginning of the eleventh century. Dr. Covel too, in his Account of 
the present Greek Church, Camb. 1722, pref. p. 9, has this remark, 
‘ that Athanasius’s Creed is owned as corrupted ;’ by which expression 
he evidently means that the Greeks used that Creed, only taking out 
the article which relates to the denying of the Holy Ghost to proceed 
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from the Son at all, by any eternal procession; while that admirable 
scholar, Dr. Hickes, states, in the second volume of his Sermons, 
({p. 235,) ‘ that the Athanasian Creed, though of an uncertain author, 
was for its. excellent composure received into the Greek and Latin 
Churches.’ ” 


Dr. Card has however well remarked, in a subsequent note, 
that perhaps the question, as to the origin of this creed, is not 
of that great importance of which it is sometimes supposed to 
be; since we receive it not on the authority of Athanasius,. or 
any other of the fathers, but because it is agreeable to scrip- 
ture. 

The author of the ‘* Short: Notes” adverts very little either to 
the history of the creed, or to its being designed.to oppose 
heresies, but contents himself by illustrating it ‘‘ simply as 
declaratory of the words of scripture.”. He merely .quotes 
passages wherein the different terms adopted in this creed are 
in the letter.of scripture applied to the Divine Persons... And 
in carrying on this mode of illustration, he has, we think, been 
very successful: it is one, which, after all, is the best suited to 
popular apprehension ; and, in consequence, we.do. not hesitate 
to recommend this little tract for the purposes of distribution. 

The use of the term “ incomprehensible,” in the Athanasian 
Creed, is well known to have given rise to considerable-dis- 
cussion. The original “ immensus” would seem to. confine 
the meaning to Jocal extension or ubiquity: and, .in this 
sense, Archbishop Usher, and other divines, have ably and 
clearly defined it, and shewn it applicable equally to the three 
Divine Persons. Following their track, Mr. Richardson has 
argued, with great force, in support of the “‘ incomprehensibi- 
lity” of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, using it simply: in 
the sense of omnipresence. Hooker rendered it ‘ infinite ;” 
and several others have conceived more comprised in this term 
than a reference merely to local extension, and have under- 
stood its meaning as more nearly approaching the idea ordi- 
narily conveyed by the term. Whatever may be conceived to 
have been the sense intended by the adoption of the word 
‘* incomprehensible” in our translation of the creed, it is certain, 
that the idea of the Divine Ubiquity or Immensity is an idea 
involving incomprehensibility to our faculties. And hence, 
when we ascribe it to each Person, we do, in fact, admit that 
the nature of each is inscrutable to our faculties. If, then, 
each Divine Person be in nature incomprehensible to our 
minds, it follows, that we-cannot, in reason, find any difficulty 
in the assertion of any incomprehensible relation, such as that 
of Unity, which may be declared as subsisting between them. 
If we ascribe divinity to each Person, we must ascribe incom- 
prehensibility also; and this, from the infinity of every attri- 
bute which we ascribe to the Deity; and the consequent 
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infinity (in every sense) of the divine nature ; a term, which we 
use to express the aggregate of all the attributes. (See Whately's 
Notes on Archbishop King’s Sermon on Predestination, p. 4.) 
This, then, is a strong ground for shewing, that there is no con- 
tradiction (as the Unitarians would make out) in asserting the 
unity of the divine essence. It is an undeniable principle, that 
between ideas, each of which, taken separately, is incompre- 
hensible, there can be no contradiction, when the terms which 
stand for them are predicated one of the other. Union in 
Godhead being an incomprehensible idea, equally with the 
divinity of any of the Persons, we cannot say there is any con- 
tradiction, when unity with the other Persons is predicated of 
any one of them. This is, in fact, the principle of the acute 
argument of Leslie, in his Dialogues on the Socinian Contro- 
versy; (See Dial. I. p. 5. Ed. 1708. 4to.) and it is one which, 
we think, may fairly be conceived applicable to the expressions 
of the Athanasian Creed; or, at all events, a mode of reason- 
ing, which at once dispels objections, and may clearly be sug- 
gested as an illustration of thiscreed. We particularly notice 
it, because the author of the ‘‘ Short Notes” on this creed 
has expressly, though very concisely, deduced this argument 
from the clause respecting incomprehensibility. . He scems 
to take that word simply in its metaphysical sense, which 
we consider at best doubtful; but the argument itself is 
unquestionably a very good one, and, we must do him the 
justice to say, is put in a very cogent form. 

Mr. Richardson has also argued upon the same principle ; 
but, to our apprehension, has not given his argument all the 
precision and force of which it is susceptible. He has, however, 
stated one branch of the same argument with great effect. 

** As before it had met the Sabellian heresy, by distinguishing three 
co-equal and co-eternal Persons in the Godhead, and so distinct as 
not to be one the other, the creed now meets the Arian heresy, by 
stating these three, though personally distinct, yet essentially one. 
Many seem staggered at this, as if the assertion was equivalent to 
saying, one man is three, and three are one; and those who oppose 
the doctrine we maintain, are careful to magnify this seeming con- 
tradiction. But, however absurd or contradictory the assertion might 
be when applied to the persons of men, premises which our adver- 
saries invariably, though improperly, argue from, yet we have no 
right to draw the same conclusion when speaking of the Deity. For, 
in respect to natures’ differing so essentially as the human and divine, 
we are by no means authorized, as our opponents assume, from a con- 
tradiction in the one to infer a contradiction in the other. What is 
contradiction, for instance, as to body, is not so to soul; what is 
in respect to time, is not so to eternity; and what is with men, is not 
so with God.” (p. 50.) 

This we consider a very good popular illustration of an 
argument which is, in itself, strictly philosophical and accurate. 

VOL. VIII. NO. I. c 
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In pursuing the subject, Mr. R. has introduced analogies, in 
order to illustrate the mysterious in religion by the mysterious 
in nature. It is perhaps, however, necessary to observe that 
the union of body, soul, and spirit in man, and that of light and 
heat in the sun, &c. to which the author refers, afford no real 
illustrations whatever of the mode of subsistence in the Trinity. 
If so applied, such comparisons would profess to explain 
what is conceded to be inexplicable. With respect to the in- 
carnation, an illustration of this kind certainly occurs in the 
Athanasian Creed itself, where it is said *‘ as the reasonable soul 
and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ,”---but 
this is not intended to be at all explanatory of the two-fold 
nature of Christ. It is, we think, very happily described, with 
his usual conciseness, by the author of the ‘* Short Notes,” 
as an argument against the implication of anything to which 
reason can refuse assent, in the doctrine of the union of the 
divine and human natures in Christ. -The note upon the above. 
passage is as follows: : 

** How the bodily is united to the thinking part of our nature, is 
to us utterly incomprehensible ; yet we believe, and are assured, that 
it isso united. Therefore we have no right to disbelieve the union of 
the divine and human nature in Christ, because it is incomprehensible.” 

. 10. 
; The same argument very nearly is urged by Dr. Miller 
(p. 197, &c.); and it is, in truth, one of so simple and obvious 
a nature, that we are at a loss to understand how the ob- 
jectors can possibly find in this, article of the creed any ground of 
difficulty. 

Upon the general topic of the incomprehensibility of the 
divine nature, and the argument thence deducible as above, 
Dr. Miller has made some excellent remarks; as well as on the 
adoption of metaphysical terms in general. . He has stated the 
argument nearly as the best writers on the subject have done 
(p. 182, &c.) He has given some able observations on the 
terms person, substance, &c., and commented with consider- 
able acuteness on the views of those-who have carried their 
speculations on this awful subject to a presumptuous extent, 
by unwarily following up what are only analogical forms 
of expression, as if they were real representations and de- 
scriptions. He shews, that this creed is not metaphysical, 
but simply dogmatical in the proper and -theological sense 
of the term, 2. e. an authoritative statement of certain doctrines. 
In nothing is this more evident than in this, that the author of this 
creed carefully avoided all those terms which had been invented 
by subtle disputants in the futile attempt to make the mystery 
of the Holy Trinity not mysterious. Of this kind was the zpofod7, 
or prolatio, introduced by one party to explain the eternal 
generation of the Son; as if, by a projection in space, we 
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attained any idea of the relation between the Persons of the 
Godhead, who are illimitable to space. Another equally pre- 
sumptuous fallacy, also adverted to by Dr. M., was.the wepexw- 
pho, or circumincessio, by which it was supposed the divine 
unity was to be explained; a term, in itself at least, as unin- 
telligible as any mystery could be which it was designed to 
wn But all such forms of expression were carefully ex- 
cluded from this creed. It was seen, that they never could 
explain what was inexplicable, and the very object of the for- 
mulary was to repress the spirit of attempting such explana- 
nations. Hence the folly of those who object to this creed, on 
the ground of supposing it an attempt to explain mysteries. 
The damnatory clauses are ably defended by Mr. Richardson 
from the charge of harshness and intolerance. His arguments 
are deduced, from our Lord’s sentencé on those who “ believe 
not,” coupled with the form of baptism to which that sentence 
obviously refers; from the strong expressions of the apostles 
against those who deny the divinity of our Saviour; and from 
many other passages of a more general import. Considerable 
reference is also made to the sentiments of the Fathers, and of 
other eminent writers in defence of the truth. (p. 63, et seq.) 
He does not, as many others have done, attempt to soften down 
these clauses by limitations and palliatives; and we think, in 
so doing, shews considerable judgment. The author of the 
Short Notes, adopts precisely the same view of the matter. 
(p. 11.) 
ie Miller mentions the different explanations which have 
been given in defence of these clauses. ‘Two methods have 
been adopted; one was to restrain the application of these 
clauses in regard to individuals dissenting from the creed, the 
other to moderate it in regard to the articles of the creed itself. 
Of each examples are cited:---the denunciations have been 
interpreted by some as applying only to. those who obstinately 
deny the doctrine; by others, to all.who do not receive the 
substance of the Christian faith; by others, ‘ to. perish ever- 
lastingly,” is interpreted as meaning to be excluded from the 
promise of salvation; by others, the main body of the creed is 
considered merely a proof of its first general proposition; the 
proof commencing’ with ‘for there is.one Person,” &c. .and 
the inference being ‘‘ so that in all things, as is aforesaid,” &c. 
Dr. Miller contends for a distinction between the Catholic 
faith in general, and this exposition of it in particular; and 
maintains, that the strong sentence of condemnation applies 
only to the former, and the general declaration of its necessity 
in order to salvation to the latter. He grounds this opinion mainly 
on a.comparison of the clause,---‘‘ he, therefore, that will be 
saved, must thus think of the Trinity,”---with the clauses at the 
beginning and conclusion; and, upon the whole, he argues, 
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The Athanasian Creed. 


en the expressions are not damnatory, but simply declaratory. 
p. 172) 

Dr. Card, in reference to this important part of the es 
considers these clauses as admonitory, and disapproves of the 
term damnatory, as inapplicable, and introduced. only as a 
term of reproach. He therefore understands the admonition 
to apply to the Christian faith in general; and then, by im- 
plication, to this particular statement of it. He grounds the 
authority of the declaration on our Lord’s denunciation, and 
understands it to apply generally; but, at the same time, allow- 
ing the exceptions of involuntary ignorance, &c. (p. 18.) 

But let it be conceded that the term damnatory is strictly - 
propriate.---It will not perhaps be denied by even the most hostile 
opposers of the obnoxious clauses, that our Saviour and his apos- 
tles had a right of expressly pronouncing the sentence of con- 
demnation on those who rejected or perverted the sacred truths 
they taught. Now though this absolute authority does not 
appear to have been communicated to the successors of the 
Apostles, yet the heads of the primitive Church always 
exercised an unquestioned power of declaring anathemas 
against those who corrupted and denied the truth;---that form 
of doctrine, namely, which was consigned in the apostolic 
writings ;---and such anathemas as were, in fact, declarations 
and. reiterations of those uttered by our Lord and his apostles. 
In this sense, we apprehend, are all the anathemas of general 
councils to be understood; and, inthe samemanner, those con- 
tained in this Creed. _What difficulty there can be in under- 
standing these denunciations, as applying, in their full literal 
extent, to all who deny the exact doctrine of the Athanasian 
Creed, we cannot perceive. Unless, on the ground of objecting 
to the doctrine of eternal condemnation altogether, we cannot 
discover any solid, substantial reason for objecting to this par- 
ticular application of it. If we supposed that the impugners of 
the Catholic faith were condemned by the force of the anathemas 
annexed to the Creed, when pronounced by ourselves, we should 
then be intruding on ground forbidden to us both by piety and 
charity. But we suppose no such thing. 

Whatever articles of faith God may propound in his holy 
word, must be imphicitl received, when the reception of them 
is the very condition of our deliverance. And the articles of 
the Athanasian Creed are nothing more than the simple state- 
ment of the Uiteral doctrine of scripture. Had, it been made a 
term of the covenant, that we should comprehend all the articles 
of the Christian faith, the requisition would indeed have been 
harsh, and the condemnation inevitable. But our covenant is 
one of mercy, ‘‘ believe only, and thou shalt be saved.” It is 
infatuation, then, to reject the offer of mercy in cavilling at 
the particular requisition laid upon us in order to obtain a parti- 

cipation in it. 
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Dr. Miller has subjoined an interesting appendix on the 
present state of the Presbyterians in Ireland; and Mr. Richard- 
son, a similar paper on the reputed sentiments of Archbishop 
Tillotson respecting the Athanasian Creed. To both these 
topics we propose recurring, in another place, as points of sepa- 
rate discussion. 


I 


I. An Investigation of Mr. Mark Robinson’s Observations on the 
System of Wesleyan Methodism. By Cuartes Wetcu. 8vo. pp. 68. 
Baldwin, Cradock, and Joy, 1825. 

II. An Apology for the System of Wesleyan Methodism, being a Reply 
to Mr. Mark Robinson's Observations on the same subject. By 
Houmrury Sanpwitn. 8vo. pp. 84. Baldwin, Cradock, and 
Joy, 1825. 

III. Principles exemplified by Practice, in a Letter to Messrs. A. Atkin- 
son, §c. the Subscribers to a late Circular, bearing date March 10, 
1825. By Tuomas Gatranp, M. A. of Queen’s College, Cambridge, 
and Superintendent of the Wesleyan Societies in Beverley and its 
Neighbourhood. 8vo. pp. 60. . Beverley. 

IV. Reflections on the Present System of Wesleyan Methodism. 12mo. 
pp. 23. Hull, 1825. 

V. An Address to the Methodist Societies in Beverley and the Vicinity, 
JSrom the Members of Mr. Robinson’s Class, occasioned by the late 
Attempts to exclude him from the Society, for having published “ Ob- 
servations on the System of Wesleyan Methodism.” With an Appendix. 
12mo. pp. 52. Beverley, 1824. 


WE lately called the attention of our readers to a pamphlet 
containing some strictures on the government and practice of 
the Wesleyan Methodists in the present day, from one of their 
own body, Mr. Mark Robinson. ‘These strictures, it seems, 
have excited no inconsiderable asperity on the part of his 
recriminating brethren, both towards Mr. Robinson’s person 
and pamphlet. The former, we find, has been eventually re- 
moved out of the Society; the latter has been confronted by 
counter-statements and arguments, from the pens of more 
dutiful sons of the Conference. “ Iliacos intra muros peccatur 
et extra,” is a sentiment which the devotees of a party find too 
severe a trial on their self-complacency to admit without a 
struggle; and we shall not wonder, therefore, that certain 
staunch Methodists have felt themselves called upon to vin- 
dicate their religious polity against the censures of Mr. Robin- 
son. Nor do we blame them, at the same time, for coming 
forward to correct what they conceive to be mistatements of 
facts, or erroneous constructions of their proceedings: this is 
not only necessary for the eliciting of the truth, but, as a test 
of the real veneration and affection which bind them to their 


Society. 
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The charges of Mr. Robinson were of so grave a nature, 
that we must confess we undertook the labour of reading 
through that quantity of pamphleteering, which appears as the 
heading of this article, with no little anxiety to find “ the 
Connexion” acquitted, in some measure at least, of the 
hard things which had been spoken against it. Of any admi- 
ration of Conference and its proceedings, or of Methodism, in 
any of its departments, we are not likely to be suspected. We 
may, therefore, candidly own, that we consider a profession of 
piety én itself so far deserving of respect, in whatsoever party 
it may exist, that it ought to ive our good wishes and favour- 
able anticipations, before we know any thing positively against 
it. As Methodism, accordingly, does make great profession 
of zeal for the salvation of men’s souls, it is of course entitled, 
a priori, to all the benefit of that equitable consideration which 
such a claim demands. We were, therefore, well-disposed to 
hear what Messrs. Welch, Sandwith, and Galland, had to urge 
in answer to Mr. Robinson’s observations. The result of our 
reading, however, we must confess, has not been satisfactory. 
We do not find that they have succeeded in removing the 
weight of those imputations which Mr. R. had brought against 
their ecclesiastical polity. But, as we gave Mr..R. a hearing, 
it will be but fair to let his opponents also be heard at the 
same bar; and, indeed, the pamphlets themselves are deserv- 
ing of notice, as throwing additional light upon the relations 
now subsisting between Methodism and the Established Church. 
We shall proceed, accordingly, to notice some of the argu- 
ments which these gentlemen adduce in vindication of them- 
selves, as orthodox Wesleyans, not without hope that a review 
of them. may not be altogether unserviceable to those who yet 
halt between Church and: Conference. 

The chief subject of Mr. Robinson’s pamphlet was a pro- 
posed restoration of original Wesleyanism, by an. intro- 
duction of delegates from the day part of the Old Methodist 
Connexion into their ‘‘ Conference;” itinerant preachers 
being, according to the present constitution, the only members 
admitted into that synod; whilst the hearers, whether local or 
itinerant, are altogether excluded. This writer urged his 
opinion in favour of ‘‘ lay representation” with great candour 
and explicitness; proving the necessity of a reform in the 
system of their government by some. striking examples of its 
encroachment on the religious liberty of thejr people. He par- 
ticularly adduced a passage from a celebrated law of Confer- 
ence, in which, under: a specious surrender of power into the 
hands of the people, the whole power was really reserved to 
the body of itinerant preachers. 

His opponents are occupied in endeavouring to shew, that 
there is no ground for the proposed reform; that the system 
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of Methodism works as well as possible as it is; that it is only 
varied from the Wesleyan model by the natural progress and 
alteration of circumstances, the preachers having that degree of 
power which their preeminence over their flocks, as pastors, 
requires; and that the introduction of lay representatives into 
their Conference would be both injurious and impracticable. 

But to judge rightly of the conduct of the controversy, it 
is necessary to advert to the proceedings which took place on 
the publication of the obnoxious ‘* Observations.” These are 
briefly detailed in the “ Address from the Members of Mr. 
Robinson’s Class,” as well as noticed by Mr. R. in his Preface 
to his second edition, and more fully by Mr. Galland in his 
** Principles exemplified by Practice.” 

It might be almost enough for Mr. Robinson to appeal to 
the treatment itself which he has experienced from the Metho- 
dist authorities, to prove the fact of the exorbitant power 
vested in the corps spirituel of that body. Immediately on the 
expression of his opinions, he was cited, it seems, before the 
Superintendent of the Hull circuit, the Rev.* R. Johnson, to 
give an account of himself for having thus “ disturbed the 
peace of the Society.” One would really think, that it was some 
reforming Papist of whom we were reading, in the times before 
the Reformation, called upon to answer before his diocesan, or 
metropolitan, for some infraction of the authority of the Papal 
Church. For what an anomaly is it, that a religious com- 
munity, which owes its very existence to a toleration of dis- 
sent, should proceed to such an act of summary intolerance 
against one of its own fraternity for merely canvassing ‘a 
question of its internal policy? For, be it remarked, it is 
no assault upon Methodism, as Methodism, or upon the pecu- 
liar views of Christian doctrine professed by the Methodists, of 
which Mr. R. has been guilty ; it is only the machinery of their 
government upon which he has animadverted, suggesting to the 
consideration of his brethren a measure by which he conceives 
that government would be essentially improved. The first 
meeting before which Mr. R. was summoned, not taking’ cogni- 
zance of the affair, a second meeting was called shortly after 
by the same Superintendent, when Mr. R. was voted to have 
‘‘ disturbed the peace of the Society,” ‘‘ by writing various 
letters, by publishing a pamphlet, and other proceedings ;" 
upon which, the Superintendent declared him to be “ no longer 
a member of the Methodist Society,” and to have no “ place 





* The assumption of the clerical designation has been introduced amongst 
other anti-Wesleyan practices, as well as the mode of dignifying the preaching- 
houses with the name of chapels. ‘“ Warn them likewise,” says Wesley, 
“against despising the prayers of the church; against calling our Society a 
church, or the church ; against calling our preachers ministers, our houses meeting- 
houses, (call them plain preaching-houses). Do not license them as such.” 
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amongst” them, “ either as a leader or a local preacher.” A 
spirited resistance, however, being made by some individuals 
to these hostile proceedings, another meeting was called at Hull, 
which declared the former one, at which Mr. R. had been con- 
demned, to have been illegal; and expressed its opinion that, 
even if the former meeting had been legal, he had not been fairly 
heard. A protest was also drawn up by the principal members 
of the Beverley Society, and letters were written to the Presi- 
dent of the Conference, complaining of the proceedings against 
Mr. R.; but these remonstrances were all treated, it seems, with 
neglect. We afterwards find one of the authors now before us, 
Mr. Galland, in his capacity of Beverley Superintendent, endea- 
vouring to detrude Mr. R. from his place as a Class leader, 
by appearing himself in Mr. R.’s stead. A curious altercation 
ensued on that occasion between the said Mr. Galland and the 
Class, which is given in the ‘‘ Address”; but our readers will not 
regret our passing it over. Suffice it to say, that Mr. R. 
(thanks to his class) maintained his ground in the chapel on 
that_occasion, though he was at length compelled to leave it, 
Mr. G. having succeeded in driving him from his post by dint 
of singing and playing on a bass viol.” The result was, 
that Mr. Robinson, with “ about forty members in Beverley, 
and a number in other places, withdrew from the Conference 
Methodist Connexion, and formed themselves into a body of 
Church Methodists.” , 

Now we may ask, in what society, in which there was not 
an absolute power, could such arbitrary measures against an 
individual have been adopted? Was John Wesley degraded, or 
even suspended from his ministerial functions, much less ex- 
communicated from the Church, for writing, and preaching, 
and acting, in opposition to the doctrines, and discipline, and 
practice of the Established Church? Was he, even when he 
assumed the authority of a bishop, by sending Dr. Coke, with 
imposition of his hands, as bishop to America, cited before the 
ecclesiastical. powers, and condemned for his daring intrusion 
into an office to which he had not been called by the proper 
authority? But here we have Methodist Superintendents 
acting with a high hand, and fulminating the bolts of Con- 
ference without stint or remorse on the hapless head of a 
sincere and genuine son of Methodism: whose only error in 
their estimate can justly be, that he differs from them in regard 
to the materials of which the Conference ought to consist, and 
that he loves the Church more than Conference. : 

Mr. Galland throughout his pamphlet does not attempt to 
deny the extravagant power which Mr. R. had pointed out as 
belonging to the present system of Methodism. He is only 
busied in shewing that he has acted ‘‘ perfectly in order” in 
his own proceedings ;—the laws of Conference requiring him so 

















aS SS eS lL! 


— | oa 


Ss ewe FY SO —- = = oe “awvyrtolUcMmC<—C CU! 


—_ ss. =. & 


— ee ee we CF 








Wesleyan Methodism. 17 


te act; and that he has erred, if any where, on the side of 
‘* peace and conciliation.” As to his mode of stating the facts 
in whichhe was implicated, we are unable to form any judg- 
ment, whether his description of the circumstances is more 
or less correct than that given by “ the Class.” But it is plain 
from both statements, (and it is all that is material to the 
point,) that the power of the Conference and its officers is 
excessive. 

* You ought further to have known, that our rules vest the regu- 
lation of all religious meetings in the superintendent. Did not your 
solemn engagements, then, to the Methodist public, implied in your 
assumption of the office of trustees, bind you to uphold me in my 
efforts to discharge my duty as a religious instructor in a chapel so 
settled, and in which Mr. R., even had he continued an acknowledged 
leader, required my sanction for the exercise of his functions ?”— 


Galland, p. 7. 


What stronger illustration can Mr. R. want of the existence 
of that spiritual tyranny which he wishes to remove, than this 
very power of the Superintendent under which he has smarted ? 
The Superintendent is an officer appointed by the Conference ; 
he presides as chairman at the quarterly meetings,—his veto is 
sufficient to prevent any motion being brought forward at a 
meeting-—he can remove any member from the society,—no 
preacher can officiate without his leave,—all good and true 
Methodists are bound to support him in his measures. Grant- 
ing these prerogatives to this more than episcopal office, we must 
also grant that Mr. Robinson, as a good and true Conference 
Methodist, had nothing to do, but to submit tamely to the 
orders of his superiors; he was bound to obey them implicitly. 
But how strong, be it observed, must be that coercion, against 
which it is even treasonable for the subject to raise his voice, 
however severely it may press upon him! ‘ 

Let us now turn to Mr. Charles Welch, and inquire what 
he has to say in defence of the power of Conference. The sum 
of his argumentation amounts to this, that the power possessed 
by Conference cannot be oppressive, because it cannot bring 
physical force to support its dictates, and because any member 
may quit the Society if he dislikes the system. This is the point 
of the pamphlet, so far at least as we can collect his meaning 
through the midst of the verbiage in which his thoughts are 
clothed. We should judge, indeed, that he had studied under a 
master of kindred spirit with that philosopher of old, who indoc- 
trinated his pupils in the art of darkening a subject. We can 
fancy we hear such a preceptor often applauding Mr. Welch’s 
juvenile exercises with the merited comphiiment—“ tanto melius, 
ne ego quidem intellexi.” But we have no wish to criticize him 
severely, as he candidly acknowledges, that ‘‘ he has done his 
best under present circumstances,”—that ‘ he hopes to submit 
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with decorum to the fate of all controversial writers, in the con- 3 
flicting and contradictory opinions of the public on his motives, 4 
tempers, capabilities, and arguments,”—that ‘ he has aimed to 
convince, not to amuse, or defend principles, not to chase 
circumstantial wanderings,”—that ‘ the work is his own spon- 7 
taneous, unsolicited, unaided publication,”---expressing also 
his diffidence in approaching the subject as “in itself pro- 
found,” and requiring ‘‘ patient and intense thinking.” We 
should have been glad to have found him equally moderate 
towards his opponent, but he is too indignant towards him, for 
only “ very faintly touching on the cognate duties of veneration 
and esteem which the people should manifest towards their 
minister ; at least, so as to balance the reciprocal duties of 
reachers and people eguilibrially before the public,”—to allow 
him that equitable consideration which he expects for himself. 
In his opinion, ‘‘ occasional assurances of pure motives, good 
tempers, and pious feelings, yield a very feeble apology for an 
ex parte attack on a system which is not exceeded, if equalled, 
on the face of the globe, for correctness of principle, diffusion 
of happiness, and energy of action.” Mr. Robinson’s motives, 
and tempers, and feelings, would all have been right and good 
in his estimation, had Mr. R. shewn the bearing of “ lay- 
representation” on the “ moral state of the country,” and 
‘the personal piety of its members,” or closely confined his 
views to. the Church, ‘“‘ to have still awakened more of her 
energies,—to have marked her growing renovation to original 
purity of practice ;”~-but an ex parte attack on the system is an 
offence which he cannot readily tolerate ;---as if a reformer of any 
system could make any other than “‘ an ex parte attack” on it. 

Come we, however, to the arguments which he brings 
for the continuance of the present system of Conference 
Methodism. 

His first plea for the present power of the Itinerant Preachers 
is, that the theory of lay-representation proceeds on the ground 
of personal and indefeasible rights. _ Having raised this fantasy 
of his own, he proceeds to exorcize it. 

With Cocker in hand, he enters upon the task of calcu- 
lating the number of lay representatives who would be 
returned to Conference, and the expense of their return. 
He states, that if Inverness, which is the smallest circuit, be 
taken as the ratio, there would be 8105 members ‘in the 
lower house of representatives, and that the expense of them, 
at 127. a man, would be 97,260/., which would tax each mem- 
ber of the Connexion favourable to the method of representa- 
tion, in the sum of 48/. 12s. 7d.---or that, if, on the contrary, 
Leeds, which is the largest circuit, be taken as the ratio, Inver- 
ness must return ~}$<=, or about the 190th part of a man. What 
would be the result if Mr. W.’s calculation were applied to the 
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House of Commons? Old Sarum (it is said) has a represen- 
tative for two persons: since, therefore, it follows, that for every 
two persons throughout England, there must be one represen- 
tative, or “ the proportion essential to representation is de- 
stroyed,” we confidently conclude, that the population being 
taken at ten millions, there must be five millions of represen- 
tatives in the House of: Commons, --- at least, according to 
Mr. Welch, there ought to be; and, therefore, the inhabitants 
of Westminster or Yorkshire are quite in the wrong, if they 
imagine, as we suspect they do, that they are quite as well 
represented as Old Sarum. To use Mr. W.’s own words: 
“Ts not this an unaccountable aberration of principle ?”---Is 
not this an argument fitted to impose on “ the understandings 
of hundreds who have not leisure or education to discern 
its futility ?”---Is this the result of his ‘‘deep attention” and 
profound thinking? But the most remarkable specimen of his 
skill in calculation, is that mockery of a proportion which is 
stated in these terms:---as 2137 : 325 :: 121 : 1808$Z3. With 
all this parade of fractions of a circuit and fractions of a 
man, what will his fourth proportional prove, when his first 
term is an average number,—his second, a specific num- 
ber,—and his third, a total? No one of the three has any 
correspondence with either of the others:---the first is the 
average number of circuits in the New Connexion [which 
has tried the expedient of lay-representation] for twenty- 
two years past; the second is the actual number of circuits 
in the Old Connexion last year; the third is the total of 
preachers, who in twenty-two years have been delegated to 
Conference instead of laymen in the New Connexion;: and, 
apparently, the last is intended to represent the number 
likely to be delegated in one year to the Old Connexion Con- 
ference. It is true, the second term is assumed to be an 
average for twenty-two years to:come:—this is a very con- 
venient assumption certainly; but if the average is prospec- 
tive in one case, so it must be also in the other: if the num- 
bers in 1824 furnish the basis of calculation in the one case, 
so they should in the other. But the introduction of the 
second term is the worst blunder of all; for it is not, ‘as it 
should have been, an average of the number who have acted 
in a double capacity, but the total in twenty-two years. — If it 
had been openly stated, that the fourth term, 1808423, was to 
be considered as spread over a surface of twenty-two years, it 
would indeed have been mere trifling; but, at least, there 
would have been some fairness in the statement. ‘The only 
thing that could serve his argument was, to shew, to what 
extent, at any meeting of Conference, the theory of lay- 
representation was likely to be defeated practicaily by the 
preachers becoming delegates: taking, then, the returns of 
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1824 for the basis of a calculation, (for we have no data for an 
average of ee for the second term of the proportion,) the 
numbers will stand thus—as 28 circuits : 325 :: 4: 46,%; that 
is, it is probable that, among the delegates to Conference 
imtended to be laymen, there would be about forty-six 
preachers. ’ 

But Mr. Welch is singularly unhappy; whatever he aims at 
establishing, he generally proves the reverse. Thus he wishes 
to argue against any resemblance between Papal pe 
and Conference supremacy ; but the result is what he might call 
‘** anomalous ;” for the root of Papal power is infallibility, and 
this is exactly what Mr. Welch claims for Conference, since 
nothing can be more infallible than the decisions of a body 
guided by “a special Divine Providence :” (p. 23) nothing can 
be more absolute and perfect than a system which “ the Al- 
mighty is shewing to the nations of the earth.” But the strangest 
part of this argument is, that Conference is supposed to have 3 
been specially directed by the Almighty to resist lay-delega- : 
tion, because the measure itself ‘‘ appears to the natural mind 
so reasonable.” Mr. W. says, their resistance can be ac- 
counted for on no other principle. But that no doubt may 
remain of the supremacy against which he argues, he pro- 
ceeds, in the next page, to mention some collateral facts, all 
tending to the same point, and calculated to give the preachers 
‘* a greater command and ascendancy over the people ;” such 
as the petitioning for particular men. ‘‘ In fact,” says he, ‘‘ the . 
whole goes to prostrate the people at the feet of men who, a i 
short time before, were such as themselves.” (p. 25) Before! ; 
may we venture to ask, what they are after? are they not such 
as themselves? No, Mr. W. would say, they now belong to a 
holy conclave of pastors, having a “ scriptural superiority ” 
over the people. Gne or two passages in which he asserts this 
superiority ought to be submitted to the reader, as specimens 
of Mr. Welch’s High-Conference Methodism. 


“Mr. R. has a peculiar gust or relish for every thing purely 
Wesleyan. Can he hold the validity of these two authorities of the 
Scripture and of Wesley, and the absurd cant of equality at the same 
time? Mr. R. must either admit, that the Wesleyan preachers are 
not the pastors of the Wesleyan Societies; or acknowledge their 
authority as divine and Wesleyan. The Conference reserves to itself 
the superiority of prescribing the mode ; the people have the power to 
accept or reject the mode. If the people solely prescribed the mode, 
they would be the pastors, instead of the Conference; if the Con- 
ference and people conjointly prescribe the mode, then there is no 
superiority in the case; it is strict equality ; but no such equality can 
be found in the sacred writings, or in the works of Wesley. If the 
Conference had the power to enforce the mode against the general wish 
of the people, as was the case in Mr. Wesley’s life, then such power 
would be capable of extensive abuse by a degenerated prizstHoop. Let 
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Mr. R. answer one serious question:—‘ In what way can the Con- 
ference preserve this scriptural superiority, and come nearer to 
equality?” p. 51. 

The following statement, were it not excused in some measure 
by its nonsense, could not be too severely reprobated. In order 
to magnify the office of the Preachers, the author puts their 
influence on the same ground with that (will it be believed ?) 
of the crucified Redeemer of mankind. 


“ In a religious community, did the Minister first draw the people, 
or did the people draw the Minister? The Saviour of the world ob- 
served, ‘ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me.’ A portion of the same attractive property attaches to the 
ministerial character; the influence will vary in degree as the indivi- 
dual, professing to sustain such a character, developes in his life and 
conduct an appropriate consistency, sanctity, and dignity.” P. 10. 


Wesley himself, indeed, required a degree of deference and 
submission to his preachers, which, if the Ministers of the 
Establishment were to claim, they would be denounced as am- 
bitious, and charged with a lust of power. ‘‘Itis the duty,” said 
he once, “ of every private Christian to obey his spiritual pastor, 
by either doing or leaving undone anything of an indifferent 
nature, anything that is no way determined in the word of God.” 
No wonder, therefore, that in the quarrel between Mr. Robin- 
son’s Class and the Beverley Superintendent, Mr. Galland, the 
latter ‘‘ warned them in the name of God of the awful account 
they would have to give at the bar of God for their opposition 
to him.” (Address to Methodists, p. 39.) In the same spirit 
of lofty pretension, the same Superintendent, not satisfied with 
his earthly importance as the organ of Conference, acknow- 
ledges, when “ freed from a little of its gloss,” the doctrine, 
that turning members out of the Society may exclude them 
also from heaven. 

Mr. Welch goes on to talk a great deal about oligarchies 
and aristocracies, and the balance of power, and contends that 
Mr. R.’s theory of lay-representation ‘‘ is lost to all intents and 
purposes,’ because it is impossible in fact; as, however demo- 
cratic the system be rendered, it will in practice revert into 
the management of a few. For “‘ it is questionable,” he shrewdly 
observes, ‘* whether there was ever any other than an oligar- 
chical power in the world.” 

He proceeds to state his opinion of the Conference power, 
and accounts for Mr. R.’s views of it from that gentleman’s 
‘* misconception of the term.” 

‘“‘ Power,” he says, “ appears resolvable into two classes; 1. The 
power of influence, arising from moral or intellectual suasion; 2. The 
power of compulsion, arising from superior bodily prowess, or physical 
force.” P, 18. 
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He gives this methodical statement for the purpose of 
shewing that the Conference power can never be oppressive, 
because it can command no external force, and that the very 
exclusion of lay-representatives cuts off ‘‘ the only medium by 
which the political power could be obtained.” But here Mr. 
Welch is quite at fault: Mr. Robinson’s concern, as far as we 
apprehend, is only with the internal system of Methodism,--its 
power over its own liege subjects,---its influence within its own 
sphere of action. If the Conference has the sole power to say-— 
** Obey, or be no longer a- Wesleyan,” surely it has arbitrary 
power within its own dominions at least. 

Now if Mr. R. had argued the danger arising to the liberties 
of his Majesty’s subjects at large from the Conference power, 
Mr. Welch’s observations respecting the counteracting influ- 
ences of the Church of England, and the various dissenting 
societies, and religious institutions, might be something to the 
purpose. But when the only question is about the internal 
economy of Methodism, they are obviously quite irrelevant. 
Nor does it signify more to shew, as he afterwards endeavours to 
do, that the power of the preachers has been acquired by succes- 
sive concessions on the part of the people; the question 
not being, concerning the mode of acquisition, but the fact. But 
we find ourselves so perpetually enveloped in fog, as we attempt 
to explore Mr. Welch’s profound thinkings, that we are forced 
to abandon our voyage of discovery, and must return from our 
arduous undertaking, content with having collected a few curio- 
sities which fell in our way. One observation, however, we would 
make upon the whole. Why, we would ask, is all this parade 
made about the power of the preachers, as distinct from that 
of the people? As far as we can perceive, Wesley did not 
consider his preachers, unless they were clergymen who had 
been ordained in the Church of England, as any thing more 
than laymen: he calls them “ lay-preachers ;” so that those who 
now lift themselves up above the people, in his estimation be- 
longed to the people. The power, therefore, which they have 
assumed as a ministerial body, does not descend to them upon 
Wesleyan principles. In fact it cannot be exercised by them 
as a body distinct from the people, unless Methodism be con- 
sidered as constituting a distinct Church. Methodists, as Me- 
thodists, ought not to differ from one another as laymen and 
ecclesiastics differ. ‘The preachers, in fact, should be only the 
orators of the ‘‘ Connexion,”---the mouth-pieces of their meet- 
ings. And the question of lay-representation comes to this :--- 
Ought Methodist mouths exclusively to be represented, and 
Methodist ears to be\ deprived accordingly of their right to 
appear in due form by their delegates in Conference ? 

It will not fail, indeed, to be observed by those who examine 
the question, that a misconstruction of their true character as 
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Methodists, by setting up for themselves as an independent 
Church, is a fundamental fallacy which pervades all the-argu- 
ments of Mr. Robinson’s opponents. Upon what other grounds 
can they apply the charge of schism to those who separate 
from their body?---as a body of Methodists, they ought to exist 
only as the circulating medium of all sects and denominations 
of Christians (if they would be Wesleyans indeed), and mem- 
bers should be suffered to come in and go out with all the 
facility imaginable, as they may judge the interests of piety to 
be best subserved. Conference should only address its votary 
with— 
** Laudo manentem: si celeres quatit 
Pennas, resigno.” 


How fearfully, on the contrary, they shrink from the danger of 
schism within themselves, will appear from the circular letter 
addressed, in December, 1817, to a certain Christian community, 
warning them against “ the desolation of separation” in these 
strong terms :---“ To endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, is a duty enjoined by the Holy Ghost, and we 
do not hesitate to say to you, however specious, however appa- 
rently pious the professions of any man may be, that none but 
an enemy would attempt to divide the indivisible body of 
Christ.” (Conference Reviewed, p. 46.) Whose language is this? 
what voice is it that lifts itself up so loud against schism? Is 
it the expostulation of the Church of England to her wayward 
children? is it the earnest remonstrance of some prelate 
charging his flock to avoid divisions? Incredible as it may sound, 
it is the language of those whose very existence is owing to 
schism; it is the angry protestation of the Methodist preachers 
in Dublin, against those who refused to join them in separation 
from the Church. Further, when a determined stand was made 
against those who raised the flag of independence, their adver- 
saries were accused of “ resorting to the dreadful issue of a 
schism in the body, so repugnant to the word of God, and to 
a desperate effort which was identified with their system to 
outrage the people against their preachers.” (P. 55.) A 
melancholy instance indeed of human inconsistency, when the 
same men are found defending schism and denouncing it ; 
justifying their departure from the Church, but warning pro- 
fessors of all denominations against a seceding and contentious 
spirit; tremblingly alive to the danger of assailing a body of 
Christian ministers, occupying so important a station as the 
Methodist Conference, (Galland, p. 52,) and jealous of the re- 
spect due to them, but yet not scrupling to assail the ministers 
of the Establishment with charges of ‘ worldly conformity, 
lax morals, and unscriptural doctrines.” (Galland, p. 40.) 
Mr. Humphry Sandwith has written a more temperate and 
judicious pamphlet than either of the other antagonists of 
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Mr. R. In the first part of his ‘“ Apology” he discusses the 
justice of Mr. Robinson’s strictures on the law of Conference 
before alluded to, and contends, that Mr. R. has not fairly in- 
ferred, that the law in question was only a delusive surrender of 
power into the hands of the people. But we see nothing in his 
arguments to make us alter the opinion which we had formed 
of the correctness of Mr. R.’s view of the subject. In pursuing 
the defence of his party, he has fallen into the like palpable in- 
consistency with the others. He asserts the validity of Confer- 
ence Ordination, and attributes the separation of the Methodists 
from the Church, to the want of an evangelical and holy priesthood 
in the Establishment, (p. 53); acknowledging at the same time 
that “‘ Christ instituted a distinct order of men to be the pastors 
and executive rulers of his Church,” (p. 35,) and agreeing with 
Lord Bacon, that ‘heresies and schisms are, of all others, the 

reatest scandals, yea, more than corruption of manners.” (P. 83.) 
strange it is, that these principles,which are so obvious to them 
as Methodists, should be utterly unknown to them as members 
of the Church.---But let us trace this inconsistency a little 
further ; ‘‘ Christ,” says Mr. Sandwith,‘‘ has instituted an order of 
men to be pastors of his Church.” The question; therefore is, 
whether the Methodist preachers are an order of men insti- 
tuted by Christ; for else the argument is irrelevant. Now 
privileges, claimed by virtue of Christ’s institution, must be 
traced up to Christ through the intervening ages; and doubtless 
he did appoint, or ordain, his Apostles to be a distinct order 
of men, and gave them power to ordain their successors, and 
through them, to transmit the power of ordination to the latest 
generations. -It is evident, that authority claimed in conse- 
quence of this institution, must be derived by lineal descent 
from the Apostles, and no man can delegate a power which 
has not been delegated to himself. If, therefore, Wesley 
claimed the power of ordination, he had it not: but some of 
his followers place him or the same footing as St. Paul; and 
Mr. Galland shews what he means in calling him an apostolical 
man, by declaring, that he was evidently singled out by the 
providence of God, to exercise extraordinary jurisdiction in 
the Church of Christ. (P. 43.) Surely, however, an Apostle 
ought to know the extent of his own commission. In 1789, 
the very year after that in which it is asserted by Myles, in his 
History of Methodism, that Wesley began to ordain ministers, 
he preached a sermon at Cork, (published in the following 
year,) in which he addressed the preachers. thus :—‘‘ Did we 
ever appoint you to administer sacraments, to exercise the 
priestly office? such a design never entered into our mind; it 
was the farthest from our thoughts; and if any preacher had 
taken such a step, we should have looked upon it as a palpable 
breach of rule, and consequently as a recantation of our con- 
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néxion.” Indeed, the whole scope of his sermon is to prove, 
that the office of an evangelist gives no man a right to act as 
a pastor. Whatever construction it may be convenient to put 
upon this matter now, the leading Methodists, even after 
Wesley’s death, acquiesced entirely in his opinion, and the 
power of ordination is distinctly disavowed on the part of the 
Conference, in a circular letter issued by that body in 1793. 
How comes it, then, that Mr. Sandwith claims a “‘ valid Presby- 
terian ordination,” as existing in the ‘* Connexion?” How can 
there be even Presbyterian ordination, where there are no 
Presbyters to lay on hands? That the ordination, indeed, 
here asserted by Mr. Sandwith, was never thought of by the 
original Wesleyan preachers, is also plain, from the attempt which 
was made by some of them to obtain episcopal ordination from 
a Greek, named Erasmus, who appeared in London, in the 
year 1764, under the title of Bishop of Arcadia*. And if it be 
also true, as it has been said, that Wesley himself was desirous 
of being consecrated a Bishop by the hands of this Erasmus, 
and was only not so consecrated, because the canons of the 
Greek Church required the presence of more than one bishop 
on such an occasion; it is still more clear that even their 
Founder did not consider presbyterian ordination as valid, 
Another inconsistency of which Mr. Sandwith stands con- 
victed, is his rebuking the sin of schism, as injurious among the 
Methodists, but commending it as vastly beneficial to the Estab- 
lishment, and regretting the acrimonious dissent of some of his 
brethren, whilst yet he upholds secession from the Church, and 
would have dissent of every kind flourish triumphantly. He 
refers to Lord Bacon: we would remind him of what that writer 





* Mr. Southey, referring to Mr. Nightingale, informs us, that inquiry was 
made concerning this Greek of the Patriarch of Smyrna, and that it appeared 
he really was Bishop of Arcadia in Crete. The following is a specimen of the 
letters of orders, (a sort of roving commission,) which were given by him to the 
Methodist preachers whom he ordained, as translated from the original which 
was in the ancient Greek. ; 

« Our measure from the grace, gift, and power of the all-holy.and life-giving 
Spirit, given by our Saviour Jesus Christ to his divine and ho!y Apostles, to 
ordain Subdeacons and Deacons, and also to advance to the dignity of a Priest. 
Of this grace, which hath descended to our humility, I have ordained Sub- 
deacon and Deacon, at Snow-fields Chapel, on the 19th day of Nov. 1764, 
and at West-street Chapel, on the 24th of the same month, Priest, the Rev. 
Mr. W. C., according to the rules of the holy Apostles and of our faith. More- 
over, I have given to him power to minister and teach, in all the world, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, no one forbidding him in the Church of God. Where- 
fore, for that very purpose, I have made this present letter of recommendation 
from our humility, and have given it to the ordained Mr. W. C. for his cer- 
tificate and security. 

«¢ Given and written at London, in Britain, Nov. 24, 1764, 

« Erasmus, Bishop of Arcadia.” 

See Southey’s Life ef Wesley, Vol. II. p. 406. 
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says, touching those who encourage recusancy: “ they be like 
roots of nettles, which sting not themselves, but bear and 
maintain the stinging leaves.” He is not, indeed, a seceder him- 
self, but the system he supports is a.system of secession ; it 
naturally and necessarily bends that way, and must end either 
in total separation, or, as Wesley predicted, by splitting into 
two parties, the one to be denominated Wesleyan Methodists, 
the other Dissenting Methodists. 

Total separation is undoubtedly the object of those who have 
introduced into their chapels the administration of the sacra- 
ments. Now that this separation, as far as it has proceeded, is 
wholly the work of the preachers, we have their own acknowledg- 
ment to avouch: one of them complained, that “‘ they were will- 
ing to give the sacrament, but the people would not have it.” 
(C. R. p. 10.) And in 1814, five of them signed the following de- 
claration :—‘* Although the wishes and demands of the people 
are made the plea, the principles and desires of the preachers 
constitute the primary and chief cause :”’ this they inferred from 
the manner in which numbers of their brethren had for. years 
been in the habit of speaking of the Clergy, and recommending 
and urging the measure in question. After all, the petitions to 
Conference for it have been very partial, and never half so 
numerous as those which have been against it, and there never 
was a petition presented for it at the Conference from any 
circuit, but where preachers favourable to the measure were 
stationed at the time. (P.7Y.) With respect to the manner 
in which they have been in the habit of speaking of the 
Clergy, a more unreserved explanation is given in a remon- 
strance presented to Conference in 1816, signed by thirty-seven 
persons. It was a habit, it seems, of “‘ speaking and writing 
of them in an uncandid and unchristian spirit,” by which they 
 sreatly encouraged and augmented the discontent” of those 
who were disposed to separate. (P. 92.) This is, we appre- 
hend, a complete answer to the statements of some individuals, 
prompted no doubt by theit own personal. feelings, but not 
borne out by an investigation of facts, that the disposition of 
Conference is not to widen the breach unnecessarily, nor to 
depart from the principles of Wesley further than circumstances 
unavoidably require.* Mr. Sandwith endeayours to defend the 
Connexion from the imputation of sectarianism, by urging, that 
to forsake the communion of the Church, is no condition of 
membership among them; and he would persuade us of its 
absolute utility to the Establishment, because it prevents num- 
bers in the society from degenerating into thorough-paced dis- 
senters. “But what dissent can be more thorough-paced, than 
total separation from her service and communion? for Mr. 





* See Wesley’s Sermon upon attending the Church Service. 
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Watson’s assertion, in his observations upon Southey’s Life of 
Wesley, is not correct: it is not true, (we speak from personal 
knowledge) that very few of her serious: members have, at any 
time, been separated from her communion by a connexion 
with the Methodists; it is not true, that they have usually 
continued. attendants on her services, and observers of her 
sacraments; it cannot be true in all those instances, where 
their service is performed in church hours, and the sacrament 
administered in their chapels; nor is the case materially altered, 
when the church hours are only just avoided; for though the 
declining any direct interference may be considered a mark of 
respect, it makes little difference in point of fact; for how few 
will rush directly from the chapel to the church ?---and though 
there is less appearance of rivalry, the numbers abstracted 
from the established worship are not less. It is -in vain that 
Mr. Sandwith shelters himself under the broad shield of 
Wesley’s authority: when he expressed his opinion that it 
might wean dissenters from their meetings, he suffered not the 
sacrament to be administered, but strongly urged upon his 
followers the necessity of taking it once a sieuths, if possible, 
at the church: from that system, undoubtedly, there resulted 
an accession of occasional conformity, and a bond of attach- 
ment to the church, which has since been greatly weakened. 

To these conclusions Mr. Galland opposes the sentiments 
expressed by Conference in 1820, when it appears, by an ex- 
tract from their minutes, that they condemned a narrow, 
bigoted, and sectarian spirit: this bears the semblance of an 
pes | and liberal mind with relation to the Establishment ; 
but is it not possible that some preacher of weight in the Con- 
ference, with useful abilities, but heterodox opinions, had 
caused a fermentation in the Connexion, which it was necessary 
to allay? We do not venture to pronounce, that such a circum- 
stance was the principal motive of the declaration: but we think 
it not improbable that it may have been a collateral considera- 
tion, particularly when we recollect the unsuccessful struggle 
that has recently been made, to introduce the Liturgy into 
their service, as well as the confession that one of their chief 
ornaments holds peculiar and anti-Wesleyan notions, against 
which it was necessary to caution the junior preacher. 

We wonder that Mr. Sandwith, so strenuous a Methodist as 
he appears to be, should have said nothing against the proposal 
of lay-delegation. 'To those who are the devoted sons of Me- 
thodism, the proper line of policy unquestionably is, to preserve 
the Conference as it now its. Itinerant preachers are to Me- 
thodism what the celibacy of the Clergy is to Roman-catholicism. 
A body of men are thus set apart from all Iocal and domestic 
interests, and exclusively attached to the interests of the seet. 
As the cause of popery is to the Romish priest in the stead: of 
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tuted by Christ; for else the argument is irrelevant. Now 
privileges, claimed by virtue of Christ’s tstitution, must be 
traced up to Christ through the intervening ages; and doubtless 
he did appoint, or ordain, his Apostles to be a distinct order 
of men, and gave them power to ordain their sugcessors, and 
through them, to transmit the power of ordination to the latest 
generations. It is evident, that authority claimed in conse- 
quence of this institution, must be derived by lineal descent 
from the Apostles, and no man can delegate a power which 
has not been delegated to himself. If, therefore, Wesley 
claimed the power of ordination, he had it not: but some of 
his followers place him on the same footing as St. Paul; and 
Mr. Galland shews what he means in calling him an apostolical 
man, by declaring, that he was evidently singled out by the 
providence of God, to exercise extraordinary jurisdiction in 
the Church of Christ. (P. 43.) Surely, however, an Apostle 
ought to know the extent of his own commission. In 1789, 
the very year after that in which it is asserted by Myles, in his 
History of Methodism, that Wesley began to ordain ministers, 
he preached a sermon at Cork, (published in the following 
year,) in which he addressed the preachers thus :—‘* Did we 
ever appoint you to administer sacraments, to exercise the 
priestly office? such a design never entered into our mind; it 
was the farthest from our thoughts; and if any preacher hai 
taken sucha step, we should have looked upon it as a palpable 
breach of rule, and consequently as a recantation of our con- 
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of being consecrated a Bishop by the hands of this Erasmus, 
and was only not so consecrated, because the canons of the 
Greek Church re quired the presence of more than one bishop 
on such an occasion; it is still more clear that even their 
Found y did not consider pre sbyte rian ordination as valid. 
Another inconsistency of which Mr. Sandwith stands con- 
victed, is his rebuking the sin of schism, as injurious among the 
Methodists, but commending it as vastly benéficial to the E:stab- 
lishment, and regretting the acrimonious dissent of some of his 
brethren, whilst yet he upholds secession from the Church, and 
would have dissent of every kind flourish triumphantly. He 
refers to Lord Bacon: we would remind him of what that writer 


* Mr. Southey, referring to Mr. Nightingale, informs us, that inquiry was 
made concerning this Greek of the Patriarch of Smyrna, and that it appeared 
he really was Bishop of Arcadia in Crete. The following is a specimen of the 
letters of orders, (a sort of roving commission,) which were given by him to the 
Methodist preachers whom he ordained, as translated from the original which 
was in the ancient Greek. 

“Our measure from the grace, gift, and power of the all-holy and life-giving 
Spirit, given by our Saviour Jesus Christ to his divine and ho'y Apostles, to 
ordain Subdeacons and Deacons, and also to advance to the dignity of a Priest 
Of this grace, which hath descende! to our humility, I have ordained Sub- 
deacon and Deacon, at Snow-fields Chapel, on the 19th day of Nov. 1764, 
and at West-street Chapel, on the 24th of the same month, Priest, the Rev. 
Mr. W. C., according to the rules of the holy Apostles and of our faith. More- 
over, I have given to him power to minister and teach, in all the world, the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, no one forbidding him in the Church of God. Where- 
fore, for that very purpose, I have made this present letter of recommendation 
from our humility, and have given it to the ordained Mr. W. C. for his cer- 
tificate and seci rity. 

“ Given and written at London, in Britain, Nov. 24, 1764, 

“ Erasmus, Bishop of Arcadia,” 

See Southey'’s Life of Wesley, Vol. IL. p. 40¢ 
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says, touching those who encourage recusancy: “ they be like 
roots of nettles, which sting not themselves, but bear and 
maintain the stinging leaves.” He is not, indeed, a seceder him- 
self, but the system he supports is a system of secession ; it 
naturally and necessarily bends that way, and must end either 
in total separation, or, as Wesley predicted, by splitting into 
two parties, the one to be denominated Wesleyan Methodists, 
the other Dissenting Methodists. 

Total separation is undoubtedly the object of those who have 
introduced into their chapels the administration of the sacra- 
ments. Now that this separation, as far as it has proceeded, is 
wholly the work of the preachers, we have their own acknowledg- 
ment to avouch; one of them complained, that ‘* they were will- 
ing to give the sacrament, but the people would not have it.” 
(C. R. p. 10.) And in 1814, five of them signed the following de- 
claration:—‘* Although the wishes and demands of the people 
are made the plea, the principles and desires of the preachers 
constitute the primary and chief cause :”’ this they inferred from 
the manner in which numbers of their brethren had for years 
been in the habit of speaking of the Clergy, and recommending 
and urging the measure in question, After all, the petitions to 
Conference for it have been very partial, and never half so 
numerous as those which have been against it, and there never 
was a petition presented for it at the Conference from any 
circuit, but where preachers favourable to the measure were 
stationed at the time. (P. 79.) With respect to the manner 
in which they have been in the habit of speaking of the 
Clergy, a more unreserved explanation is given in a remon- 
strance presented to Conference in 1816, signed by thirty-seven 
persons. It was a habit, it seems, of ‘* speaking and writing 
of them in an uncandid and unchristian spirit,” by which they 
‘** greatly encouraged and augmented the discontent” of those 
who were disposed to separate. (P. 92. This is, we appre- 
hend, a complete answer to the statements of some individuals, 
prompted no doubt by their own personal feelings, but not 
borne out by an investigation of facts, that the disposition of 
Conference is not to widen the breach unnecessarily, nor to 
depart from the principles of Wesley further than circumstances 
unavoidably require.* Mr. Sandwith endeavours to defend the 
Connexion from the imputation of sectarianism, by urging, that 
to forsake the communion of the Church, is no condition of 
membership among them; and he would persuade us of its 
absolute utility to the Establishment, because it prevents num- 
bers in the society from degenerating into thorough-paced dis- 
senters. But what dissent can be more thorough-paced, than 
total separation from her service and communion? for Mr. 





* See Wesley’s Sermon upon attending the Church Service. 
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Watson’s assertion, in his observations upon Southey’s Life of 
Wesley, is not correct: it is not true, (we speak from personal 
knowledge) that very few of her serious members have, at any 
time, been separated from her communion by a connexion 
with the Methodists; it is not true, that they have usually 
continued attendants on her services, and observers of her 
sacraments; it cannot be true in all those instances, where 
their service is performed in church hours, and the sacrament 
administered in their chapels; nor is the case materially altered, 
when the church hours are only just avoided; for though the 
declining any direct interference may be considered a mark of 
respect, it makes little difference in point of fact; for how few 
will rush directly from the chapel to the church ?---and though 
there is less appearance of rivalry, the numbers abstracted 
from the established worship are not less. It is in vain that 
Mr. Sandwith shelters himself under the broad shield of 
Wesley's authority: when he expressed his opinion that it 
might wean dissenters from their meetings, he suffered not the 
sacrament to be administered, but strongly urged upon his 
followers the necessity of taking it once a month, if possible, 
at the church: from that system, undoubtedly, there resulted 
an accession of occasional conformity, and a bond of attach- 
ment to the church, which has since been greatly weakened, 

To these conclusions Mr. Galland opposes the sentiments 
expressed by Conference in 1820, when it appears, by an ex- 
tract from their minutes, that they condemned a narrow, 
bigoted, and sectarian spirit: this bears the semblance of an 
enlarged and liberal mind with relation to the Establishment ; 
but is it not possible that some preacher of weight in the Con- 
ference, with useful abilities, but heterodox opinions, had 
caused a fermentation in the Connexion, which it was necessary 
to allay? We do not venture to pronounce, that such a circum- 
stance was the principal motive of the declaration: but we think 
it not improbable that it may have been a collateral considera- 
tion, particularly when we recollect the unsuccessful struggle 
that has recently been made, to introduce the Liturgy into 
their service, as well as the confession that one of their chief 
ornaments holds peculiar and anti-Wesleyan notions, against 
which it was necessary to caution the junior preacher. 

We wonder that Mr. Sandwith, so strenuous a Methodist as 
he appears to be, should have said nothing against the proposal 
of lay-delegation. ‘Io those who are the devoted sons of Me- 
thodism, the proper line of policy unquestionably is, to preserve 
the Conference as it now is. Itinerant preachers are to Me- 
thodism what the celibacy of the Clergy is to Roman-catholicism. 
A body of men are thus set apart from all local and domestic 
interests, and exclusively attached to the interests of the seet. 
As the cause of popery is to the Romish priest in the stead of 
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wife and children, so his zeal for Methodism is to the Metho- 
dist Itinerant in the stead of home and place. Obviously there- 
fore, the present constitution of the Conference is precisely 
that which every bigot of the sect should cherish and hold fast 
with the most inexorable obstinacy. 

The grand object ofthe preachers, on their present footing, as an 
insulated body of men, must be to extend the pale of the society. 
So long as their own emoluments depend upon the numbers 
enrolled in the Connexion, every member being forced by the 
rules of the Society to contribute his quota, they must be more 
disinterested than mankind in general, if, holding the reins of 
the executive in their own hands, they adopt not every measure 
that promises to enlarge the number of their adherents. It is 
true, that the preachers are in some respects dependent on 
the people,---they must be careful not to outrage their feel- 
ings, or do any thing that may make them revolt from their 
obedience: but their influence is enormous, and they know 
it: ** they calculate,” we are told, “ with a degree of certainty 
unknown to political society, on that high-toned moral prin- 
ciple in their subjects, which makes subordination to legi- 
timate authority a matter of duty and of conscience.” (Sand- 
with, p. 25.) To maintain and augment this power, no art 
of policy is neglected. The discontented they deter from 
separation, by representing themselves as peculiarly blessed 
with ‘* the fostering kindness of heaven;” and they punish 
the refractory tradespeople in the Connexion, by annoying 
them amongst their customers. (Reflections on Methodism, 
pp- 21, 22.) ‘These are not the injurious taunts of an enemy, 
but the confessions of those who have felt their iron rule; and 
a writer, who goes so far as te vaunt that Methodism is vastly 
superior to the Church as a society, yet complains that, by the 
abuse of its institutions, each individual composing the Con- 
ference is turned into a private Pope, to whose power no 
limits may be set, and who, in conjunction with his brother, 
forms the true Antichrist of pride, that every good Christian 
is bound to resist. ‘‘ Can these things be, and overcome us 
like a summer cloud, without our special wonder?” The 
power thus acquired being enormous, the next question must 
be, how is it in fact employed? Notwithstanding the pro- 
testation of Conference, is it not used for party purposes, even 
to the limitation of charity? Speaking from experience, we 
deny that, as a body, they have “ extensively mitigated the 
distresses of the poor.” (H.S. p. 61.) The amount of their 
contributions without doubt is considerable, but the spirit of 
its appropriation is sectarian: large sums are drawn from 
the people, but it is all [naturally enough] for Methodist 
schools, Methodist missions, Methodist chapels, and Methodist 
preachers; the large sums given to the Methodists are often 
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an excuse for not subscribing to objects of more enlarged 
utility. 

After all, it must be confessed, that they stand in need of 
all their influence, if they can accomplish what Mr. Welch pro- 
poses; if they can eke out of their flocks enough, to give pen- 
sions of 80/. per annum to their supernumeraries, and 40/. to the 
widows of their preachers. If, indeed, they provide for these 
demands principally out of their own salaries, they set an ex- 
ample which the Clergy of the Establishment would do well 
to imitate; for there is many a Clergyman’s widow who would 
rejoice to have half that annuity secured to her for life: but 
since they have accumulated a capital, amounting, by Mr. 
Welch’s confession, to near 30,0002. it is evident that there 
must have been, year after year, a considerable surplus beyond 
the exigency of the present time. Let the Conference follow 
up the plan of disposing of a part of their surplus, suggested 
by Wesley, in a sermon preached in 1789:---* With two 
thousand pounds,” says he, ‘ we could supply the present 
wants of all our poor, and put them in a way of supplying 
their own wants for some time to come.---Now, suppose this 
could be done, are we clear before God while it is not done ?”--- 
Let them follow up this suggestion in an extent proportionate 
to the increase of the Connexion, and then Mr. Sandwith may 
with justice say, that they mitigate extensively the distresses 
of the poor. And so will they take an effectual step to obviate 
the application of another remark of their founder, when, after 
the experience of more than half a century, he observed, that 
nine out of ten among them decreased in grace, iy proportion 
as they increased in wealth. 

We have already mentioned, that Mr. Robinson and several 
other members of the old connexion have seceded and joined 
themselves to the body, calling themselves Church Methodists. 
On taking this step, they issued a circular letter, signed by 
the names of some of the principal individuals; a sort of 
manifesto, explaining their principles to the public. It may 
not be uninteresting to some of our readers to read the follow- 
ing extract from it, given by Mr. R. in his preface. 

“As some persons may wish to know the difference between Church 
Methodism and Dissenting Methodism, we beg to state, that the chief 
difference is this :—first, that the Church Methodists will place the 
government of their connexion, not in the hands of the preachers 
only, (like the Dissenting Methodists,) but with the preachers and 
people conjointly ; as their yearly Conference will consist of two 
separate assemblies,—the one composed of the travelling preachers, 
and the other of representatives chosen by the leaders, stewards, and 
local preachers, at one of their quarterly meetings every year; and 
no law will be binding on the societies at large, without the consent of a 
majority of both:—second, the Church Methodists consider them- 
selves members of the Church of England, like Mr. Wesley; they 
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will hold no meetings during divine service in canonical hours, nor 
will their preachers administer the ordinances of baptism and the 
Lord's supper ; it not being their design to mterfere with the Church, 
or with dissenting societies. If any dissenters should become mem- 
bers of the society, they are not expected on that account to leave 
their former religious connexion, but still to continue receiving the 
ordinances at the hands of their former pastors. As the Conference 
Methodist connexion has violated its engagement to the country, by 
separating from the Church, (and, as Mr. Steward, a leading member 
of the Conference, observes, now contradict all the professions they 
have made, by resorting to a measure which they gave the world to 
believe they would never adopt, that of administering the ordinances, ) 
we think the country has a right to expect some pledge from the 
Church Methodists, that they will not follow their example; and 
therefore we intend to settle all our preaching houses on trustees, for 
the use of the Conference, which Conference is to be composed of the 
preachers and people, as already stated; but if the Conference should 
depart from its first principles, in allowing the administration of the 
sacraments by their own preachers, or hold meetings in canonical 
hours, when there is divine service in their respective parish churches, 
that then the chapels shall be given up to the Crown. This will be 
secured by a deed, which is essentially the same as the one used by 
the Irish Church Methodists, which received the approval of the late 
Attorney-General, Mr. Saurin. This, we conceive, is the best 
method we can adopt for perpetuating the original principle of 
Methodism, which, we apprehend, is the same as the one recognized 
by the Bible Society.” 

“ We are encouraged by knowing, that this liberal and anti- 
sectarian plan has already received the approval of some of the most 
distinguished members of the Established Church, both clergy and 
laity, as well in this country as in Ireland, where there is a regular 
connexion of nearly 13,000 members, who are proceeding on a similar 
plan, and with whom we hope to act in unison, on the essential prin- 
ciples we have here laid down. We know, that several leading mem- 
bers and ministers of the Independent and Baptist Societies decidedly 
prefer Church Methodism with a representative system, though closely 
connected with the Church, to the Conference system; because they 
conceive that the latter system is more opposed to religious liberty 
than any other in the country, except the Roman Catholic.” ‘ 


We sincerely congratulate Mr. Robinson and his friends on 
their emancipation from the crbitrary controul of the Con- 
ference of Preachers. If t.ey must be Methodists still, we 
are glad to find, that they are no less determined to keep to 
the Church, and to respect her authority. We could wish that 
they were not only almost Church-of-England-men, but alto- 
gether such as true Churechmen ought to be,—solely and ex- 
clusively devoted sons of the Church. But if this cannot be, 
if the system originated by Wesley has so strong an hold on 
their aftections, that they would seem to themselves to be 
abandoning a part of their Christian profession in abandoning 
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Wesleyanism, we are far from wishing them to do violence to 
their honest convictions, nor would we repel them from our com- 
munion on that account. Perhaps we may not unreasonably in- 
dulge the pleasing hope, that, by cherishing that attachment to 
the Church in which they have so well begun, by a continued 
closer familiarity with her orderly institutions and ministrations, 
by a less prejudiced observation of her zeal and fidelity in 
administering the word of life to the people, by learning to 
separate the sacredness of her orders and ritual from any real 
or imputed deficiency in those who bear her commission, they 
may be brought to see, that the system which they desire to 
engraft on the Church, while it is not essential to the pre- 
servation and extension of vital Christianity, produces no incon- 
siderable evil by impairing that unity which should subsist, as 
far as is possible, in doctrine, discipline, and practice. 

For, holding the Church as we do, to be a sacred institution, 
to which it is not lawful for human wisdom or piety to add in 
any respect beyond that which has been handed down to us by 
the Apostles, we cannot agree with the observation of Mr. 
Southey, that Methodism, under any modification whatever, 
can ‘‘deserve to be recognized as an auxiliary institution ” to 
the Establishment. If the Established Church were the mere 
creature of human invention, then we might be disposed to 
consider the question how far other institutions for the custody 
of religion might be introduced in connexion with it. But 
firmly persuaded as we are, that there is but ong holy Catholic 
Church, and that the Church of England is a pure branch of 
that one Church, we cannot recognize ministerial services which 
rest not equally on the footing of apostolic right. Neither can 
we approve that interpretation of the term Catholic, which 
renders it synonymous with confusion, when it is construed to 
mean a comprehensive union of the most discordant professions 
of Christianity. According to our view of the subject, a pecu- 
liarity of doctrine, and a distinctiveness of character, are as 
essential to the constitution of the Catholic Church, as compre- 
hensiveness. But that sort of Catholicism, which is aimed at 
by Methodism, is precisely such as to merge the peculiar and 
distinctive character of the Church in the vortex of confusion. 
For what says Wesley himself of his ow people? ‘‘ They do not 
impose,” says he, ‘‘in order to their admission, any opinions 
whatever: let them hold particular or general redemption, 
absolute or conditional decrees; let them be churchmen or 
dissenters, presbyterians or independents, it is no obstacle. 
Let them choose one mode of worship or another, it is no bar 
to their admission. ‘The presbyterian may be a presbyterian 
still; the independent or anabaptist use his own mode of 
worship ; so may the quaker, and none will contend with him 
about it. They think and let think. One condition, and one 
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only, is required,---a real desire to save their souls. Where 
this is, it is enough; they desire no more. They lay stress 
upon nothing else. ‘They ask only, Is thy heart herein as my 
heart?---If it be, give me thy hand. Is there any other 
society in Great Britain or Ireland that is so truly of a Catholic 
spirit? so ready to admit all serious persons without dis- 
tinction ?” 

If the opposite to such a ‘ Catholic spirit” as this is 
bigotry, then will we readily subscribe to the imputation of a 
bigotry so contrasted. We are not ashamed to own, that 
we do fondly and supremely love that Church which has 
carried us, as a fond nursing mother, in her arms to Christ in 
baptism, and which has nourished us at her altars with the 
spiritual food of his body and blood, and that we turn with 
aversion from every intruder on her sacred prerogatives. 
For the Methodists themselves, as well as for every other 
member of any sect of Christianity, who sincerely serves God 
as his conscience, after mature inquiry, dictates to him, we feel 
every respect and charity, as they are individual Christians; but 
of the system itself of Methodism, and its tendency, we cannot 
but speak in terms of hostility. 

Further, with reference to the very plea which Wesley 
himself urged in extenuation of his schismatical conduct,---that 
of necessity,---we would conjure the Methodists at large to 
reflect seriously on the relation in which they now stand to the 
Established Church. If a departure from the Church is no 
longer necessary in the same sense in which Wesley understood 
the necessity upon which he justified himself, then the existence 
of Methodism (as far as it is a Wesleyan institution) ought to 
cease. Remove the necessity upon which alone he justified his 
irregular proceedings, and those proceedings ought (con- 
sistently at least) to fall to the ground. Now, if there was 
some occasion for that impulse which Methodism gave to 
religion at the period of its rise, that occasion certainly no 
longer exists. ‘There is, on the contrary, in the present day, 
rather a tendency to the opposite extreme, to an excess of re- 
ligious fermentation in the mass of the people, which ought not 
to be aggravated by fanatical excitements. Even our enemies 
must confess, that the Clergy at large do preach the gospel in 
its scriptural integrity to the people; and that there is no 
ground accordingly for continuing a system which the present 
state of the religious world has entirely superseded. If, indeed, 
the enthusiastic notion of Mr. Sandwith, concerning the dis- 
cipline instituted by Wesley, is generally prevalent among the 
Methodists of the present day; who speaks of “an over- 
ruling Providence, subordinating Mr. Wesley’s talents, as well 
as many other seemingly casual occurrences, to the gradual 
developement of a plan which subsisted no where but in the 
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divine mind:” applying to the system the remark, that ‘ the 
workmen in England had no more plan than the workmen in 
Juda,” (p. 15.)—if, we say, such an estimate of Methodism be 
prevalent among the body of the Methodists, then is there little 
reason to expect that any arguments drawn from the present in- 
expediency of the system will weigh with them to sacrifice to the 
cause of Church Unity, an excrescence reputed of such divine 
growth. But we do hope, that Mr. Humphry Sandwith does 
not here speak the sentiments of his brethren; that such ex- 
travagances of conceit have now no extensive countenance 
among the members of the society, but with the distortions of 
mind and body, the stupors and hysterics, which accompanied 
the first propagation of Methodism, have long ago expired—at 
least, among the generality of educated professors of the 
system. 

It is almost needless to argue against so fanatical an account 
of the origin of Methodism; but it may not be superfluous 
to observe, that its rise and prevalence may be satisfactorily 
accounted for from natural causes. The principal cause is to 
be found in the excess of that philosophizing spirit which 
characterized the leading divines of the age in which Methodism 
appeared. ‘The minds of the people were brought to that con- 
dition which predisposed them for the strong stimulants of 
Methodism. ‘The fundamental principles of the gospel---the doc- 
trines of original sin—of the atonement by the blood of Christ— 
and of sanctification by the Holy Spirit---being placed before 
them in their naked scriptural grandeur by men of no ordinary 
powers of eloquence and oratorical tact, and (in the case of White- 
field in particular) of histrionic talent,---were seized with avidity 
as truths which had before been obscured from their sight, or 
which, at least, they had been unaccustomed to regard in so 
striking a point of view. Nor was the effect of the writings of 
William Law (whom we cannot mention without recording the 
respect which we bear to him for his great talents and piety, 
while we lament that so excellent a spirit should ever have de- 
viated from the strict line of sober religion) inconsiderable in pre- 
paring the way for the success of Methodism. Both Wesley 
and Whitefield studied in the school of Law ; and the religious 
systems of both will be found, on examination, to be only 
modifications of the opinions of that eminent divine: Wesley 
having engrafted on them the peculiarities of the Moravians, 
whilst Whitefield corrupted them with Calvinism. Thus Me- 
thodism, in this respect, like the Reformation, had its Erasmus, 
who, though not himself one of its votaries, was instrumental in 
furthering that great revolution of religious opmion which was 
consequent upon the adoption (or rather in regard to Law the 
perverted adoption) of his views. This is a topic upon which 
we feel strongly tempted to enlarge; but we must forbear, and 
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at present, at least, leave the discussion to the reflexion both of 
the friends and enemies of Methodism, who will find it no un- 
interesting subject of philosophical inquiry. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
ABSTRACT OF THE BISHOP OF EXETER’S CHARGE. 
To the Editor of the Christian Remembrancer. 


Nov. 1, 1825. 

Sir,—Although the Bishop of Exeter declined publishing the ex- 
cellent Charge, which he delivered to the Clergy of his Diocese at his 
late Visitation, yet I hope that I shall stand excused for offering you 
this brief abstract of it. I cannot help thinking, that this sketch, 
however imperfect, will prove highly acceptable to your readers; 
especially as many of the points, which the Bishop touched upon, are 
of considerable interest and importance at the present time; and I am 
sure, that it is far more correct, upon the whole, than any of the 
reports of the Charge which appeared in the newspapers. 

Your obedient servant, 
CLERICUS, 

His Lordship commenced his Charge by congratulating the Clergy 
upon the improvement that had taken place in the Diocese at large, 
by the augmentation of the smaller livings, the erection of parsonage 
houses, the increase of resident Clergymen, and, in many cases, the 
addition of a second service on the sabbath. ‘ Much, undoubtedly,” 
said his Lordship, “ has been accomplished in these respects, but 
much still remains to be done; and that it will be done without any 
interference on my part, I am induced confidently to expect, from 
that right feeling and proper sense of duty which so generally prevail; 
for, notwithstanding the calumnies daily put forth against the clergy, 
and the charges of supineness, ignorance, and worldly-mindedness, so 
constantly repeated, I will be bold to affirm, that in no age of the 
Church have its ministers been more active, zealous, and disinterested, 
or better informed, than in the present.” 

He then returned his warmest thanks to the Clergy in general for 
their cordial co-operation ; he was sensible, that without it the benefits 
before mentioned could not have been so satisfactorily attained ; and 
that the degree of improvement, which might yet “be looked for, 
must depend more upon their exertions than on his. It would be 
for him, however, if opportunities for such exertions should acciden- 
dentally escape their observation, to call their attention to them, and 
also to any other circumstances which might affect the interests of the 
Church in general, or of this diocese in particular. 

Hence he took occasion to remind them of many of their religious 
and civil duties. Speaking of the /atter, he observed, that the Clergy 
were not excluded from the exercise of the rights and privileges of 
citizens. As such, they were not controuled in forming their opinions 
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upon passing events, nor were they prohibited from expressing those 
opinions, provided they transgressed not the bounds of sobriety, 
moderation, and Christian charity. At the same time, it was much to 
be desired, and much more consistent with the clerical character, that 
the Clergy should altogether abstain from taking part in those general 
political questions,—* those,” said he, “I mean, which are purely 
political,—or in particular local disputes, which were so apt to 
engender lasting feuds and animosities, and too frequently destroyed 
the blessings and comforts which society was originally intended, and 
was in itself calculated, to afford. If they became partizans, they 
must necessarily lose that influence, which they might otherwise 
possess, and might be able to exert with effect in allaying the rancour 
and bitterness of contention; for, in any attempt which they may 
make to reconcile conflicting interests, it will not be believed that 
they are actuated by any pious feeling, and anxiety for the temporal 
or spiritual welfare of their flocks ; but they will at least be suspected, 
and not without reason, of regulating their conduct solely by selfish 
views and worldly considerations. And should such really be the 
case,—should any minister of the gospel, deceived by views of 
interest, and the hope of advancing himself by a shorter and less 
honourable road, than that of exertion and labour in his profession, 
engage in secular pursuits and party broils, neglecting the duties of 
his high calling,—or, if not wholly neglecting them, accounting them 
only of secondary importance ; awful, indeed, is the responsibility of 
that minister, and piteous will be his condition, when his Lord, to 
whom all his motives are known, shall “‘come and reckon with him.” 

His Lordship then suggested many excellent rules to the Clergy for 
the government of their whole conduct and general intercourse with 
those around them; that they should exhibit in themselves examples 
of moderation and prudence, of good-will and charity towards all men, 
cherishing all those habits and dispositions which might conciliate the 
affection of others, or command their esteem. ‘That they should use 
such prudence and caution not only in the weightier and more im- 
portant concerns of life, but in the recreations also, and the amuse- 
ments in which they should indulge themselves ; for these, even when 
innocent in themselves, might become criminal, if carried to excess. 
Here, however, he begged not to be misunderstoud ; he did not wish 
to debar the Clergy from all gratifications unconnected with their pro- 
fession ; though he confessed, that he could not conceive any higher 
gratifications than those which the duties of that profession, in the 
faithful performance of them, are so eminently calculated to produce. 
Yet far, very far, was he from thinking, that they should seclude 
themselves from the social intercourse of the world, and from those 
enjoyments which a merciful Creator intended that his creatures 
should use without abusing. But while, on the one hand, they 
shunned the “ abstraction of pietism,” God forbid that, on the other, 
they should not turn with abhorrence from those pernicious doctrines 
which, teaching men to “ sin that grace may abound,” are destructive 
all virtue, morality, and religion. 

In adverting to the censures so freely bestowed upon the Clergy, 
and which, with all their care and diligence, they must not expect to 
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escape, “ let us not repine,” said his Lordship, ‘if our motives are 
misconstrued, and our actions misrepresented ; if, in our honest and 
sincere endeavours to promote the temporal and eternal welfare of 
others, we become to a few the objects of ‘ hatred, malice, and all 
uncharitableness.’ Let us remember the treatment experienced by 
our Lord himself, and that the ‘servant is not greater than his 
Master.’ ” 

Considerations such as these, however, should only operate to 
increase our vigilance, activity, and caution, if we would preserve our 
pure and apostolical Church against the treachery of false brethren 
within, and the assaults of her adversaries from without. ‘“ After all, 
indeed,” he observed, * our reliance must be upon God alone,— for we 
know, that ‘except the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh 
but in vain ;’—but we may assure ourselves, that the Lord will not 
keep the city, if the watchman slumber upon his post.” 

His Lordship having strongly pressed all the foregoing topics, in 
the last place, most earnestly exhorted the Clergy not only to support 
by their own libe rality, but also to take every opportunity of recom- 
mending to the attention and bounty of their kindly-disposed lay- 
brethren, those benevolent societies which are engaged in promoting 
the best interests of mankind, and which are more particularly entitled 
to the appellation of Church-of-England Societies. He meant the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, which supplies the poor 
with the Holy Scriptures, and with comments necessary for the right 
understanding of them, especially with that best of all comments, the 
Book of Common Prayer, and with Religious and Moral Tracts to 
guide them in the paths of holiness and virtue ;—the Society for the 
Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church ; 
and that for Promoting the Building and Enlargement of Churches and 
Chapels. For it is not sufficient, he added, that the poor be instructed 
in their youth to read and comprehend the Sacred Volume,—it is not 
sufficient that, when they go forth into the world, they be supplied by 
means of those excellent institutions, the Parochial Lending Libraries, 
with books of information and amusement ;—they must be still farther 
secured against temptation ; and, that they may not be seduced by the 
arts of others, or be persuaded by any misconceptions of their own to 
forsake that Church to which they have been early attached, it is 
highly necessary that accommodation should be provided for them in 
their own parish churches. 

“I do, therefore, most earnestly exhort you,” said his Lordship, 
‘to use the most strenuous exertions in behalf of the Society for 
Promoting the Building and Enlargement of Churches and Chapels, — 
which Society has already done so much with such slender means, and 
is still actively and diligently employed in distributing the funds en- 
trusted to it, with that economy, indeed, which the narrow limits of 
those funds necessarily impose; but, at the same time, with a 


judicious liberality, so as to afford in cases of real exigency effectual 


assistance, and in all cases salutary encouragement.” 

The Bishop then strongly recommended the formation of District 
Committees in aid of this Soeiety. 

Having thus provided for the wants of our Christian brethren at 
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home, it became our duty, he further observed, to unite with the Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and to communi- 
cate to other less favoured countries the inestimable benefits which the 
goodness of God had graciously imparted to us ; and happy for us would 
it be, if God should vouchsafe to make us the blessed instruments 
for effecting that for which we daily pray to Him, beseeching Him 
that He “ would be pleased to make his ways known to all sorts and 
conditions of men, his saving health unto all nations.” 

*T cannot conclude,” said his Lordship, “ without calling your 
attention to one other charitable institution, in which, unfortunately, too 
many of the Clergy are personally interested. For there are, indeed, 
too many whose moderate incomes, barely supplying the common 
necessaries of life, are inadequate to admit of the smallest provision 
being made for future contingencies ; and who, therefore, after a life 
of toil and labour, or snatched away by a premature death, leave 
their families totally destitute. Such cases, I am afraid, must be 
familiar to all of you; they will, however, enable you duly to appre- 
ciate that noble institution in which the orphan children of such 
Clergymen are clothed and maintained, enjoying every suitable comfort 
and convenience, and receiving as good an education, in all essential 
points, as wealth itself can bestow.” 

After some further impressive exhortations on behalf of the “ little 
orphans,” his Lordship thus concluded: “ In recommending more par- 
ticularly to your regard these several institutions which are so closely 
connected with the Established Church, it is by no means my intention 
to imply that others should be excluded from it. There are, indeed, 
many, as well of an extensive as of a more confined and local nature, 
which have claims upon us for any assistance which we can afford 
them. And we may be assured, that whatever benefit we may confer 
upon such institutions, either by our own liberality, or by stimulating 
the liberality of others, God will not forget our labour of love. 

* May his Holy Spirit direct and guide us in the discharge of these 
and all the important duties of our profession, so that we may be 
found blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


NOTICES OF THE RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF JAMAICA, 


Tue following are extracts from some letters of a gentleman attached 
to the Bishop of Jamaica, and afford information on the interesting 
subject of the proposed religious instruction of the Negroes in the 
West Indies. 

‘« Kingston, June 22, 1825, 

“« _______ suggests the propriety of instituting infant schools in 
the several estates. Of this I strongly approve, and had mestioned 
the subject to the Bishop, who appeared satisfied of the good which 
must result from such institutions; but I fear we shall find some 
difficulty in accomplishing the measure. ‘They have universally, and 
for some years, consent d to a mode of instruction here, most tedious 
(oral), especially with adults. Indeed, it is impossible to express the 








. (ery 


38 Notices of the Religious {spect of Jamana. 

Negroes’ stupidity. This must be owing to the neglected state in 
which they are left as children. ‘The mind, for want of early instruc- 
tion, loses its natural energies, and becomes completely barren. I 
have observed in the children a degree of shrewdness and observation 
quite astonishing ; the more so, from the apparent stupidity of their 
parents, who (if I may speak from my own observation) are so dull, 
as to make even the most zealous person despair of success. We 
are endeavouring to establish a national school: indeed, till this is 
effected, I shall not sit down easy. I do not altogether despair. 
There are some few here most anxious to forward our views. * * * 
{o-morrow a meeting is to be held in the ‘Town Hall, for 
the purpose of obtaining means to erect another place of worship ; 
much discussion, for and against, is expected. At present, for a 
population of 37,000 inhabitants, there is only one church, and this 
is incapable of containing more than 1800. ‘This meeting would have 
taken place long before, but from the severe family aftliction of our 
good Diocesan. ‘The school I have made mention of was founded by 
a person of the name of Walmer, and the funds must be considerable, 
enabling them to educate 260 children. ‘The misfortune is, no slave 
children can be admitted. Much credit is due to the person to whose 
care the children are committed. They are far more forward than any at 
their age in England. Loys and girls at seven repeat their Catechisms 
not merely by rote, but will bear the strictest examination. They are 
now preparing for the Confirmation, which the Bishop proposes hold- 
ing inSeptember. Short discourses are delivered to them, explanatory 
of the Church Catechism, &c. They have received also a small paper 
to this effect, with Archbishop Secker’s Sermon on Confirmation, 
This last they are permitted to read out of school hours; and it is 
truly delightful to observe what apparent pleasure they take in this, 
and their pride when well prepared. One word of approbation seems 
amply to repay them. I have proposed to the District Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge to provide us with a few books, to be 
given as prizes, in order to stimulate the boys to exert themselves, by 
creating some degree of emulation. We have another good institution 
here, the poor house, in which are received the illegitimate children, 
who are too often neglected by their barbarous parents. Many of 
these are well instructed in accomplishments, but I fear that which 
should be the most essential part of their education is much rfeglected : 
I mean, their religious instruction. Would that I could persuade the 
Trustees of this establishment to pay more attention to this,—I should 
esteem myself most fortunate.” 

“ Kingston, August 6th, 1825. 

“ The Bishop was much gratified with the kind and hospitable 
manner in which he was every where received ; his every wish eccle- 
siastical was met, if not anticipated, by all who had the power to assist 
us: awl I can with truth say, that the planters have been grossly 
slandered. The condition of the Negroes, so far from being what it 
is represented to be in England, is really far better than that of the 
labouring classes with you. What it was some few years ago I will not 
pretend to deny ; but since the abolition of the Slave Trade, the Pro- 
prietor, from interested motives (if we should be unwilling to allow 
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him better), is inclined to treat his dependants with kindness. Their 
work (believe me, I speak from conviction) is lighter than that of the 
labourer with you; and should any prove sick, they have medicine and 
medical assistance immediately for asking. Every estate has its 
hospital, or what is here termed, hot house. Is it so with you? 
With you should any fall sick, to whom is he to apply? Here, on 
the contrary, they are forced by law to provide for all, young and old. 
The Negro, on his sick bed, needs have no anxiety as to how his 
children fare: he knows they are well taken care of. Punishments are 
now unfrequent, none being allowed except with the consent of the 
proprietor or manager ; and then, according to a law lately passed, 
these must be entered in the plantation book, as well as the cause for 
which they have been inflicted. Of their little comforts we had many 
opportunities of judging: one only will I give you. We were over- 
taken with heavy rain, and were obliged to stop at a Negro house on 
the road side for shelter: they received us with much kindness. ‘Their 
house consisted of three rooms, two bed-rooms, and a good sitting- 
room. In the centre of the last was a fire, by which they were dress- 
ing their dinner, consisting of a dish, common here, called pepper-pot, 
composed of vegetables, fish and fowl, or goat’s flesh. Of this they 
wished us to partake; on our declining, they offered wine or porter 
(both of which here bear a very high price). They had one child, 
whom they said they were anxious to have baptized, and asked if it 
was true that the Bishop intended to visit the property to which they 
belonged. ‘“ He should much like to have pickaninny baptized by 
Massa Bishop, but he could not quite yet afford it, having laid out 
great money on house :” we desired to know what this meant: “ he 
wished to give eat and drink to his friends, and zhis cost much wine, 
beer and porter.” (I have been present when this was observed.) We 
parted excellent friends, and the child was baptized, with many others, 
on the following day, by the Bishop. We are building a chapel here : 
our subscription amounts already to 4756/. 13s. 4d. Many Negroes, 
both free and bond, have subscribed, so anxious are they to obtain 
church-room, and certainly shew a predilection to the established 
Church of England. We have at present but one place of worship 
besides the Parish Church, and this will admit of 700. Chapels 
are now building in many parts of the island, so anxious are all to 
see our Church regularly established. It is truly gratifying to see 
all classes and colours striving with each other to promote this most 
desirable object.” 
** Kingston, August 16th, 1825. 

“We have been making a Visitation with the Bishop. We were 
absent a month, during which time we could visit only three parishes, 
owing to the intense heat of the weather, the thermometer now stand- 
ing at 92° in the shade, and 131° in the sun. Every thing relating to 
Church matters is going on as well as the most sanguine could expect. 
So far from meeting with opposition, our every wish is even anti- 
cipated. The Bishop proposes embarking for the Bermudas, Bahamas, 
and Honduras (which form a part of his diocese), as soon as the House 
of Assembly shall close, which will not be before January next. We 
have lost two of our party, and a third is now lying ill with fever in my 
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house, but this morning a favourable change has taken place ; God 
grant that he may recover. This is our sickly season, and it requires 
great caution to escape fever. Our little baby bishop is doing well.” 
66 September 9th, 1825. 
“The progress we are making in our labours is but slow, but it is to 
be trusted it will prove in the end highly beneficial, if not to the 
present, to the next generation. We are very generally assisted by 
the laity ; indeed, without their co-operation, we might turn our faces 
again to Europe. My friends, as fast as I make them, appear to leave 
me. We have already lost three of our party; the poor young Cler- 
gyman, whom I mentioned in one of my former letters, as lying sick 
at my house, died after a few days’ illness. I thank God, I have en- 
joyed good health.” 


<= 


INQUIRY RESPECTING MR. TODD'S PROMISED WORK 
ON THE EIKQN BASLAIKIL, 
To the Editor of the Christian Remembrancer. 


SIR, 

Very soon after the announcement, and I believe almost at the same 
time with the publication, of two letters from Dr. Wordsworth to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, on the subject of the Icén Basiliké; a 
third letter on the same subject was promised to the public by Mr. 
Todd; which, from the previous information that latter gentleman had 
offered to the public on the subject, as well as the opinions he had ex- 
pressed, it was natural to infer, was designed to give new strength to 
the views already entertained by him, and consequently to weaken the 
arguments advanced by the Master of Trinity College, Cambridge. It 
cannot be doubted, that the effeet of this announcement on the part 
of Mr. Todd, (especially with those who regarded the situation he had 
filled, the means of research he had enjoyed, and the actual use he 
had made of these,) must have been that of producing a suspended 
conviction, at least, in the minds of many, if not most, of the readers 
of Dr. Wordsworth’s book. In proportion, therefore, to the interest 
excited by “ Who wrote EIKQN BAI AIKH,” (and this I cannot 
doubt to have been both deep and general,) must have been the 
anxiety to see what could be advanced against reasonings and facts, 
the result of no inconsiderable diligence of research, and of very 
impartial, if I may not say self-suspecting, investigation. Still, how- 
ever, the promised “ Letter” from Mr. Todd is not before the public, 
after an interval of nearly or quite a twelvemonth since its first an- 
nouncement. In the mean time, the question, as answered by Dr. 
Wordsworth, without any gainsayer produced on the other side, has 
been considered in some distinguished Reviews; and is, perhaps, on 
the eve of being farther noticed in others. In this state of things, 
I hope it will not be deemed improper to put to Mr. Todd, through 
the medium of your publication, (the best channel of enquiry that 
occurs to me) the following question; viz. ‘ Whether the promised 
Chird Letter” is forthcoming, or whether it is finally relinquished ?’ 
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Should you favour this with insertion, and should the knowledge 
of its appearance reach Mr. Todd, I cannot but hope the real character 
in which I subseribe myself, will be my apology to him for troubling 
him with this enquiry: and likewise prevail with him towards obtaining 
an early reply to it, either through the same, or some other public 
channel. I an, Sir, 
Your ohedient Servant, 
A CLERGYMAN. 
a 


ANSWER TO THE QUESTION CONCERNING RELATION- 
SHIP BY MARRIAGE, 


To the Editor of the Christian Remembrancer. 

Sir,—Though not a Civilian by profession, I trust it will be in my 
power to satisfy the inquiries of ‘* Querist,” in your last number, as 
to the degree of relationship subsisting between a husband and the 
nephews and nieces of his wife, during the existence of the marriage, 
and subsequent to its dissolution by death or divorce. In this case, 
Querist asks, “ After the death of the wife, are the nephews and 
nieces, in point of consanguinity, still to be considered as relatives to 
the husband, or do they continue to be such otherwise than by the law 
of courtesy ?” 

There is an error in Querist’s question; for, as no relation of con- 
sanguinity existed between the nephews or nieces and the husband, 
during the marriage, so none can exist after its termination: but the 
rule of our law is, that a man or woman marrying contracts a 
relation, not of consanguinity, but of affinity, with all the consan- 
guinity of the wife or husband,—a relation, which is founded upon the 
divine declaration, that a man and his wife are one flesh. 

Marriage, then, constitutes the relatives of the wife, relatives by 
affinity to the husband. Nor does this relation cease by the dissolu- 
tion of the marriage ; for, did no relation continue to exist, a marriage 
with the sister ot a wife, or the daughter of a wife’s sister, would 
not come within the degrees prohibited in the table of 1563,—which 
is referred to in Can. 99. 1603, and has been confirmed by the 
common law upon various cases of appeal from the Ecclesiastical 
Courts. The answer, then, to Querist’s inquiry is this —The 
nephews and nieces of a husband or wife, are nephews and nieces to 
the husband or wife, by affinity; and, since affinity is not a tem- 
porary, but a permanent relation, such nephews and nieces are really 
and truly relatives to the husband or wife; and such as can contract 
no new relation with the husband or wife, either by courtesy or 
courting. Ishall conclude with stating, that the whole of this subject 
is fully explained in Gibson's Codex, p. 112, and Blackstone's Comment. 
B. 1. ¢c. xv. 

And Lam, Mr. Editor, 
Your humble servant, 
RESPONDENT. 
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LEICESTER DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 


Tue Fifth Anniversary of the So- 
ciety, in this county, was held, jointly 
with that of the Society for Propagat- 
ing the Gospel in Foreign Parts, in 
Leicester, on Friday, 30th September. 

After anappropriat Sermon prea h- 
ed at St. Martin’s Church, by the Rev. 
Mr. Gutch, Rector of S¢ Lerave 


members of these Societies ré pare 1 to 


the National S« hool-Room, where the 
numediate business of the day was 
transacted. The Right Honourable 
Karl Howe was in the Chair. A Report 
of the Proceedings of last year hav- 
ing been read by the Secr ‘tary, the 
several resolutions were moved and 
seconded by the Right Hon. the Chair- 
man, John Mansfield, Esq., C. Win- 
stanley, Esq., Rev. Mr. Merewether, 
C.G. Mundy, Esq., Rev. Mr. Stephens, 
Rev. R. Davies, Rev. H. Browne, Rev. 
Dr. Pearson, and Rev. Robert Gutch. 

There being no Committee at pre- 
sent in action in the Deanery of Guth- 
laxton, it was respectfully sugges sted to 
the members in that Deanery, that it 
would be desirable to commence hold- 
ing Quarterly Meetings at Lutterworth, 
to invite increased support, and to 
produce increased exertion. 


————— 


BARBADOES DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 


Patron.—His Excellency Lieut.-General 
Sir Henry Warde 9 K. C. B. 

President.—The Right Reverend the Lord 
Bishop of the Diocese. 

Vice-President. — The Venerable Arch- 
deacon Eliot. 

Trustees. The Governor, or Commander- 
in-Chief; the Senior Member f his 
Majesty’s Council; the Speaker of th 
Hlouse of Assen bly : the Rector of St. 
Michael's; the Attorney-General. 

Directors George Richards, Esq M.D. 
Chairman; the next Five Senior Mem- 
bers of his Majesty’s Council; the Senior 
Representative of each Parish ; all Cler- 
gymen of the Church of England, re- 
sident in the Island; all Persons sub- 

scribing Five Pounds annually; all Per 


MONTHLY REGISTER. 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


Ilis Grace the Duke of Rutland, 
and the Rev. R. Gutch, were requested 
to be Stewards of the next Anniver- 
sary. 

The Rev. Jemson Davies, M.A. was 
requested to preach the Sermon before 





the Members on that occasion. 

The Chairman having left the chair, 
the cordial thanks of the Meeting were 
given to his Lordship for the interest 
he takes in these Institutions, and for 
his readiness to preside on this and 
every similar occasion. 

After which the co pany procet ded 
to the Three Crowns Hote l, where the 
Chair was taken by the Steward, the 
Earl of Denbigh, who was prevented, 
by an unforeseen event, from presid- 
ing at the earlier business of the day. 
His Lordship was suy ported by Earl 
How ec, the \ enerable the Archde acon 
of Leicester, and a very numerous 
assemblage of the Gentry and Clergy 
of the county, several of whom deli- 
vered their sentiments on the occasion. 
The Right Hon. Chairman announced, 
that his Grace the Duke of Rutland 
had iccepted the office of Steward for 
the next Anniversary. 


sons giving a Donation « 


yg Twenty 

Pounds or upwards. ‘ 
Treasurer.—Henry Frazer, Esq. 
Secretaries Rev. John H. Pinder; Rev. 

Ji hn Pa ke r. 

REPORT. 

Tut Committee of the Barbadoes 
Society for ‘ Promoting Christian 
Knowledge,” cannot commence their 
annual statement without congratu- 
lating the Board of Directors, and all 
friends of religion and good order, 
upon the acceptance of the situation 
of President of this Society by the 
Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of 
the Diocese—an event of the highest 
importance to the Society, not only 
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from their reliance on the exemplary 
zeal and well-known abilities of his 
Lordship, and the advantages derived 
from being placed under the Episcopal 
Establishment, but from the convic- 
tion that such an Auxiliary will give 
to the Society friends both numerous 
and powerful; and that, with such 
aid, they may entertain the most san- 
guine hopes of being able to overcome 
the lukewarmness, and counteract the 
mischief, which indifference to reli- 
gion, or intemperate zeal, may oc- 
casion. 

The Committee have much satisfac- 
tion in laying the following statement 
before the public, because it shews 


that their liberal contributions have 
not been bestowed in vain.—The in- 
creased number of applications for 
admission prove that the Society 


operates beneficially upon the several 
parishes in the island; and there can 
be no doubt that these applications 
are likely to increase, as the advan- 
tages thus offered to the poor become 
more generally known. 

Number of children apprenticed 
out since the last Report—12. 

There are at present receiving edu- 
cation at the Central School the fol- 
lowing number of children :-— 


ad sia, Ea 
re . 46 
166 


Of these, sixty-five are boarders. 
The increase of boarders anticipated 
in last year’s Report, has been carried 
into effect ; and the funds are, at pre- 
sent, found adequate to meet the 
additional expenses. — Twelve girls 
continue to have a dinner provided 
for them on every school-day. A se- 
parate establishment for the girls is 
most anxiously contemplated by the 
Committee, whenever their funds shall 
enable them to effect so desirable an 
object. 

To the branches of education hi- 
therto taught, English Grammar has 
been added. 

Applications for apprentices from 
gentlemen in every line of business, 
are more numerous than can be com- 
plied with, 

One of the first views of the Society 
(the training boys at the Central S« hool 
to take charge of the Parish Schools) 


is about to be realized immediately. 
The Rev. Mr. Harte, Rector of St. 
Lucy, has applied for one (when old 
enough for such a trust) to superin- 
tend the School in that parish. 

Instances of good conduct are un- 
necessary to be adduced, as examples 
of the contrary are extremely rare. 
The conduct of one boy, however, 
cannot be passed over in silence: he 
has not been placed out quite two 
years, and has already given so much 
satisfaction to his employer as to have 
gained his confidence, and is now re- 
ceiving a salary of thirty pounds. We 
must also add, that this youth is de- 
serving of praise for his religious and 
moral feelings, and of credit for his 
dutiful and affectionate attention to 
the wants of his indigent mother. 

The Committee will be obliged by 
any communication from the masters 
to whom the boys are apprenticed. 

It would be an act of injustice in 
the Committee, who have such fre- 
quent opportunities of observing the 
zeal, activity, and earnest attention of 
the Rev. Mr. Packer, the Master, 
should they withhold the sincere tri- 
bute of esteem and praise due to his 
unwearied exertions for the improve- 
ment of his pupils; nor can they re- 
frain from noticing the solicitude mani- 
fested by him on all occasions in the 
cause of this Institution. 

The Committee are happy in being 
able to make a favourable report of 
the present state of their funds; the 
balance in the Treasurer’s hands to 
the 29th of March, 1825, being £516 
12s. 94d. 

In fulfilling the welcome office of 
recording the flourishing state of their 
funds at the present period, the Com- 
mittee have a duty to discharge in di- 
recting the attention of the Society to 
the extensive munificence of Sir Henry 
Warde: The Committee entertain the 
highest sense of the valuable support 
his Excellency has continued to afford 
the Society from the time of his ar- 
rival in this country, and are earnestly 
record on their Minutes 
this public and lasting testimony of 
their gratitude for his many and liberal 
donations. 

The Committee are persuaded that 
the friends of this Society will gra- 
dually increase, and its utility be gene- 


desirous to 
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rally acknowledged, when they view 
its beneficial influence upon the poor 
of their own country, and ¢ ontemplate 
the probability of the Barbadoes Cen- 
tral School becoming, with the aid of 
Divine Providence, an instrument of 


the Propagation of the Gospel. 


“ Promoting Christian Knowledge” 

throughout the surrounding Colonies. 
W.H. Barsanpos, President. 
G. Ricuarps, Chairman. 


Joun H. Pryver : . 
aoe Pr ? > Secretaries. 
Joun Packer, 


eT 


SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL. 


In our number for October, we 
made a few remarks upon the Report 
of the above Society, and (as we 
conceived,) very fairly 
faults contained 


alluded to 
init. Weare 
aware that our conduct, in this re- 
spect, has not escaped without cen- 
sure; but we have every reason to 
rejoice, that we did thus point out 


s0mMeé 


what we justly deemed the defects of 


the Report; forthe religious annals of 
the last month have abundantly proved 
that the least mistake in any matters 
connected with the Church Societies, 
will not fail to be observed by those 
who are more watchfulto perceive their 
failings, than anxious to spread abroad 
the knowledge of their merits.* But 
when we ourselves had already noticed 
the error of the Report, we had de- 
prived ary future objectors of at least 
half the power of their attack. We 
have made very accurate enquiries into 
the object of that arrangement of the 
names of the subscribers,which gave the 
appearance of the existence of at least 
160 committees, “ formed or forming ;” 
and if the motive which led to the 
adoption of that arrangement had 
been boldly brought forth to notice, 
we should hailed it as one of 
the most powerful appeals that could 
possibly have been made to th 
friends of the Society. We under- 
stand that the pury ose of dividing the 
names of the members according to 
the ecclesiastical 


have 


which 
they reside, was in order to shew to 
those members, how many neighbours 
they had like-minded with themselves, 
and to induce them to form local com- 
mittees for the purpose of increasing 


districts in 


* We particularly ilude to an al 
article in the Eclect 
ber Such abuse, however, 2s that of this 
article, can do no harm to any but the 
writer. 


ITad 
such an arrangement been preceded 
by a vote of the board directing the 


the influence of the Society. 


thing to be done, and earnestly soli- 
citing the persons who should find 
themselves in the same lists, to co- 
operate earnestly together, to appoint 
their Presidents, Treasurers, and Se- 
cretaries, and to communicate with 
the Society,we should have been ask ud 
in our applause of so wise a measure, 
as we have been mild in our censure of 
the method by which the compilers of 
the Report endeavoured to carry it into 
effect. But with this we know that 
the Society itself has had nothing to do. 
We are happy, at the same time, to 
state, that, in the opinion of many ot 
the warmest and most devoted friends 
of the Society, our observations have 
been produc tive of great good. Weare 
ourselves fully pemuaded, that the 
more the proceedings of the Society 
are discussed, the more popular will 
it become; its merits are of that supe- 
rior order, its labours have been pro- 
ductive of so much substantial good, 
its objects are so intimately connected 
with the propagation of Christianity 
under the purest form, that the more 
it is known the more will it be be- 
loved; and we are persuaded that the 
time is not very far distant, when the 
spiritual wants of Christians in our 
colonies will excite as deep an interest 
as the benighted condition of the 
heathen of the East; and when it will 
be universally admitted, that it is at 
least as great a duty to preserve ( hris- 
tians from renouncing their belief in 
Christ, and denying the Lord who 
bought them, as it is to bring heathen 
nations within the pale of the church. 

We are happy to observe, that the 
interest now taken in the concerns of 
the Society, is rapidly increasing. 
The following meetings have recently 
been held in aid of its funds; aud 
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we are privately informed, that in 
several places similar meetings are 
contemplated, from which we may 
expect as powerful results. 

The three District Committees of 
this Society, which have recently been 
formed, are at Aylesbury, for the 
Deanery of Barking, and at Clapham. 
In the establishment of the last-men- 
tioned Committee, much interest was 
excited by the preaching of an excel- 


lent sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Otter, 
minister of Kennington, and the hold- 
ing of a public meeting in the school- 
room at Clapham, at which the rector 
presided. Our readers will, we are 
sure, peruse with much pleasure the 
account of these proceedings, bearing, 
as they do, such high and indisputable 
testimony to the excellent society on 
whose behalf they took place, : 


eS ee 


CLAPHAM 


On Tuesday, December 6, a meet- 
ing of the principal inhabitants of 
Clapham and its vicinity, was held for 
the purpose of establishing a District 
Committee of the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel. It was most 
numerously and respectably attended, 
and the chair was taken by the Rev.Wm. 
Dealtry,theRector,who briefly adverted 
to the object of the meeting. He said, 
that a few years ago, when sermons 
wert preached in the churches through- 
out the country, to raise a fund 
the Propagation of the Gospel in fo- 
reign parts, their parish church was 
remarkable for the liberality of its 
contribution. He proceeded to give 
an historical the 
and progress of the Society for the 


DIST 


for 


account of origin 


Propagation of the Gospel, from 
the year 1701, when it was char- 
tered, down to recent times; and 


pointed out the graduai extension of 
its labours in the different colonies, 
and the increasing necessity for the 
further extension of its invaluable be- 
nefits in the diffusion of the Gospel by 
all practical means. W ith their gene- 


ral experience of the moral value 
which had throughout characterized 
its labours—its success in the civi- 
lization of Indian tribes in North- 
America—he knew that nothing fur- 
ther would be necessary to ensure 


public support. By its efforts, nume- 
rous churches had been built—many 
of the Indian tribes had been con- 
verted —missionaries had been sent 
among them, and the most happy 
consequences were the result. Of 
late years the Society had extended 
its labours to the East as well as to 
the West; at Calcutta a college had 
been established, which gave the 
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greatest and most desirable effect to 
its exertions. But the 
which had been so extensively carried 
on had necessarily caused a very con- 
siderable expenditure; and within the 
last three \ears, that expenditure had 
exceeded the income to the amount of 
23,000/, Yet the Society was anxious 
to become still more extensive in 


operations 


its 
arrangements for carrying on the great 
work of conversion to Christianity; 
and, with greater means than it had 
been possessed of since its establish- 
ment in the year 1701, there no 
knowing to what extent it might be- 
nefit mankind. To enable its sphere 
of action to be less limited was the 
object of the present meeting; and he 
most cordially and sincerely hoped, 
that not only by contributions, but by 
example, it would assist in the ; 


was 


ac- 
complishment of so desirable an ob- 
ject. 

Sir Robert Inglis rose to propose a 
resolution declaratory of the value of 
this Society, and pronounced a warm 
eulogium upon its character and prac- 
tical merits. Ile did not believe there 
was person present who was 
not ready to co-operate for the diffu- 
sion of the gospel among heathen na- 
tions, and to extend to less favoured 
people the eternal light of christian 
truth. He declared himself a stead- 
fast adherent to the Church of Eng- 
land, and expressed kis warmest wish 


a single 


thather doctrines and discipline should 
be diffused throughout all the colonies. 
It was the disgrace of England, that, 
for the two first centuries of her colo- 
nial government, no effort was made 
to diffuse her gospel with the success 
of her flag. The honourable baronet 
concluded, by repeating his earnest 
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desire for the well-being and exten- 
sion of this Society. 

The Rev. Basil Woodd seconded 
the resolution. He 
to those who loved the Established 
Church of this kingdom, it was most 
sratifying to observe the increasing 
zeal displayed by her in the present 
day. The Society the meeting was 


observed, that 


now met to support, was styled, “* A 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts;” and it had 
een mainly instrumental in preser- 
ving the colonies dependent upon this 
empire from the contagion of heathen 
vices, by the constant supply of well- 
educated and excellent clergymen and 
ible teachers Ile believed he was 
correct in stating, that, in the year 
1748, there was no Christian establish- 
ment in Nova Scotia; but now there 
were in that country, no less than 
twenty-eight clergymen, ind = forty- 
four schools. In 1782, so de ' 
was Canada, that, in the whole of that 
vast district, there was no place of 
At the present time, it pos- 
twenty-four clergymen and 


tit 
stitute 


worship 
sessed 

nineteen schools, while Lower Canada 
had 103 missionaries and 100 schools. 
In Africa, and in various parts of the 
last Indies, similar changes had 
taken place, ar d it was the intention 


of the Society materially to increase 
its labours in this latter vast territo Ts 
which contained no less than 80 mii- 
lions of souls, but not more than one 
million of even professing Christians, 
the remaining 79 millions being sunk 
in the most awful state of heathenism. 
Those unhappy persons had the strong- 


est claim upon British liberality, vet 


it was not till within the last thirty 
years that any exerti s had been mad 
in their ta ou He trusted that such 
exertions wou be made in this cor 


trv as should give to the Society a 





power of carrying the ssings to a 
far greater extent than they had here- 
tok been enabled 1 ind as a 
member of the Estal 1 Church, 
though he sincerely wished prospe t\ 
to all truly b neficial societies was 


especially interested in the success 
ot this partic lar one 

The 1 Rev. Dr. Stewart 
Bishop of Quebec Elect 
formati 1 ofa Distmet Committee, to 


propose d the 


promote the interests of the Parent 


Society. He dwelt upon the very itn- 
portant assistance which this Society 
rendered in the Canadian territory, 
which indeed gave it a peculiar claim 
upon the public support, from the sub- 
sisting connection between the people 
of North America and this country. 
The funds of the Society were, he 
regretted, very deficient, but he relied 
upon the liberality of the Meeting to 
supply much of that deficiency. 

The Rev. Archdeacon Bayley se- 
conded the resolution. nl 

rhe Rev. Christopher Benson moved 
that the Lord Bishop of the Diocese 
e requested to act as Patron of the 
Hle observed, that the So- 
ciety tor the Propagation of the Go- 


society. 


spel in Foreign Parts could now come 
before the public with still stronger 
claims than ever to that public sup- 
trusted and felt con- 
vinced would be given to it. The 
Government of the country had done 


much to 


port, which he 


promote its success, and 


would undoubtedly continue so to do; 
but the Govert ment ought not to be 
left comparatively unaided in the good 
work. The people of England ought 
to come forward with energy and 
liberality to its su yport, and then suc- 
cess would be made certain; for the 


Society had an ample field for labour, 
and only wanted the means to make 
it yield i plentiful harvest—a harvest 
that would amply reward all, who 
assisted to gather it in 

Mr. George Marriott seconded the 
resolution. 

Phe Rey. Joseph Simpson proposed 
the list of Officers of this Society, und 
the resolution was seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Otter . 

The Rev. Professor Le Bas, Rector 
of Shadwell, moved a resolution for 

meetings of the Committee, which 
nded by John Thornton, Esq. 
The Rev. J. W. Cunningham con- 





itulated the Meeting on the energy 
displayed by the Parish of Clapham, 
on the present as well as on many 
othe occasions, when an opportu ity 
uN ifforded them of forwarding the 
cause of the Gospe l. Ile hoped, asa 
new plant had been planted in India, 
it would be watered bv the Divine 
blessing, and shed its influence over 

i parts ol that extensive co 





ile was always glad to see a Society 
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graft itself on the 
middle 
und throwing 


éndeavouring to 
of the 


f soci ly, 


atiections and lower 


classes « iround 
itself a rampart of the hearts of the 
If he were asked why 
a cordial friend to this S ya 


ciety, he would say, first, because of 


British people. 
he were 
its antiquity ; 2dly, because of its more 
immediate connexion with th 
blished Church ; 


Esta- 
and 
was the first Missionary Society 
country. He had 
what was old had 


3dly, because it 
in this 


always found, that 


something strongly 


to recommend itself to the judgment 
and opinions of men. He would say 
of the Established Church, that the 
longer he knew it, the more he re- 


garded it; because the more often he 
recollected that it was the religion of 
thousands and tens of thousands of 


wise and good men, that he was not 


cast alone upon the waters, but that 
there were millions who were treading 
the same path to immortality. When 


it was argued that the Soci ty had not 
done much, he wouid reply, that for 
a length of time it was the only Society 
that did any thing, and that it 
the first to commence the work of con- 
verting the world. He was glad to have 
this opportunity of advocating the So- 


was 


ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, 
and would € ndeavour to follow up the 
principle in that parish with which he 


was more immediately connected, so 
as to graft upon the Society another 
branch. Ile believed that nothing 


better calculated to benefit his 
parish, to promote the interests of his 


was 


church, to serve his country, and to 
promote the cause of God He 
cluded by moving a vote of 
to the Hon. and Rev. Dr. stewart, 
for having attended the Meetir 
Mr. W.C. Walter nded the re- 
solution, and lamented that the Society 
h id I een hitherto so inefhicie ntly sup- 
ported ; but he 


its = proc 


con- 


thanks 


S sec 


was contident 
edings and 
fully known, that the members of the 
Established Church would gladly con- 
tribute their 
forward the pious w 


opjectS were 


ind exertions to 
TK. He alluded 
to the circumstances which led to the 
establishment of the -the 
wretched state of the first settlers in 
America — almost destitute of any 
worship whatsoever, and of the word 
of God 


mone y 








Society - 


without Churches, without 


Ministers, without Sacraments. Such 
was the deplorable picture ; a number 
of flourishing states, spr ading overa 
preat extent of country, increasing in 
wealth, power, and populousness, yet 
at the time degenerating from 
the manners and faith of their ances- 
tors, and sinking into ignorance and 
irreligion. In century, 
indeed, the majority of the people 
knew little more of religion than the 
common notion of a Deity. To this 
picture he would direct the attention 
who doubted the importance 
and 
condition 


same 


less than a 


of those 


of missions, religious institutions, 
1 Standing 
of those settlers was a forcible proof of 
the advantage which mankind derive 
from Christianity, not only with re- 
spect to the future, but to the 
life; from this they had de- 
rived most of the advantages and com- 
forts of civilized life. After alluding 
to the Episcopal Church of the United 
States of North America, which, he 
observed, evidenced, by the purity of 
its doctrine and the piety of its mem- 
bers, the zeal and utility of t So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Go- 
spel, from whence it sprang; he en- 
forced the duty of providing for the 
religious instruction of those 
of North America 
dominion of Great Britain. He further 
urged the glorious prospect which is 
now opening upon us in our Eastern 


ministry. The 


present 


source 


provinces 
now under the 


empire, as a motive for more extended 
exertion: concluding with expressing an 
earnest hope that Great Britain, which 
had carried her and 


prize into every corner of the 


arms her enter- 
earth, 
would be foremost in conveying the 
everlasting Gospel to all nations. 

Thanks were then voted to the 
Hon. and Rev. Dr. Stewart, who ac- 
knowledged the honour paid to him ; 
and declared, that the best proof which 
they could give of their sincerity, would 
be by the liberality of their contribu- 
tions. 

Mr. Marriott read, by desire of Dr. 
Stewart, a letter which he had received 
from America, descnbing the par- 
ticulars of a visitation among. the 
tribes of Indians, within an extensive 
district. 

The Rev. G.C. Gorham, Mr. Lloyd, 
Mr.Thornton, and Mr. Thomas Hank¢ y; 


proposed several other resolutions of 








y 
: 





Why 
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thanks to the Chairman and other 
genilemen, who had always been zea- 
lous in prom ung the success of this 
S ety. 

Che Chairman congratulated the 
Meeting on the establishment of the 
present District Committee in this pa- 


nish, and he inticipate 1 from it the best 
tlect Hle h ype d that in future the 
roa would be wiped away from 


the Established Church, ot bemg 


fferent to the ditlusion of the bless- 


, 
lugs of this Society. lle trusted that 





the Meeting would come forward libe- 
rally in its support. They were now 
ready to receive contributions, and the 
smallest, as weil as the la gest, would 
be most thankfully received. In th 
parish of St. Botolph’s, Bishopsgate, 
a Committee had been formed, under 
the auspices of its pious, learned, and 
indefatigable Rector, Bishop Blom- 
field; aud he believed there were 





nearly 70 subseribers, of 5s. yearly. 
Lhey could not follow a better ex- 


RESOLUTIONS 
| That the Society for the Pro- 
| yn of the Gospel in Foreign 
Pa ts, having for mor than a century 
prosecutd its important objects witl 
rieat be fit to th Plantations and 
to the Crow ot 
England, and having recently extend- 
ed its operations to the British domi- 
nions nm the | ast, dese rvedly claims 
the cordial approbation and support 
of all sincere Christians. 
2. Thata District Committee in aid 


f the Society be now formed for 


lapham and its vicinity ind that 
all annual Subscribers of | i-(;uinea, 
{ y large su nd ll Contri- 
butors of Five Guineas or upwards, be 


Members of this Committe 
That the Lord Bishop of the Dio- 


cese be respectfully requested to ac- 
cept the office of Patron. 

4. That the Rev. W. De altry be 
the President. That the Hon. and 
Rev. W. L. Addington, the Hon. 
James Stewart, Sir R. H. Inglis, Bart. 
M..., Thomas Hankey, Esq., Ben- 
jamin Harrison, Esq., John Thorn- 
ton, Esq be Vice-Presidents. That 








q-5 
Henry Sykes Thornton, Esq. be Trea- 
surer. And that the Rev. Henry 


Laing, LL.D, be Secretary. 

5. That the Committee meet once 
a quarter, in order to further the ob- 
jects of the Society, and that they be 
empowered to prepare an Annual 
Ry port. 

6. That the Annual Subscriptions 
become due at Christmas; that the 
Annual Meeting be he ld as soon after 
Christmas as circumstances will ad- 
mit; and that the smallest Donations 
aud Subscriptions will be thankfully 

7. That this Meeting gladly em- 
)pportunity afforded by the 
presence of the Hon. and Rev. Dr. 
Stewart, to express the cordial satis- 

hey have heard 
of his appointment to the Bishopric 
of (uel ec, and they here by offer to 
him the tribute of their warmest wishes 
for his health and happine ss, and for 
the success of his pious labours in the 
important station to which Providence 


faction, with which t 


has cal ed him. 

. That a copy of these resolutions 
be transmitted to the Rev. Anthony 
Hamilton, Secretary to the Society for 
the Propagation ot the Gospel iti 
Foreign Pa ts 

9. That the thanks of this Me eting 
be given to the Rev. W. Dealtry, for 
his able conduct in the Chair. 

Ihe sum collected after the Sermon 


and at the meeting amounted to 145 


AYLESBURY DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 


A MEETING was lately held for 


purpose of f ng a District Co 
! in aid of the Society f t 
Pp vation of the G S| in | n 
Parts, at the Magistrates’ Cl " 
\vies Ss D. King 
( i 

l l Mr. 1 h havi 
g f s ofte I 





the Rev. Sir Geo. Lee, Mr. Rickford, 
und the Rev. Mr. Rush, opened the 

siness of the Meeting. Ile said that 
the Society for the Propagation of the 


, 


Gospel in Foreign Parts was incor- 
| ed in the year 1701, during the 
reign of William II]. Its first object 
was to send Missionaries to North 


America, and it was a proud consi- 


‘ 


> Existence n epis- 
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copal church in that 


country was in 
consequence of the efforts of this 
; The Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge had been pre- 
viously established, but that Society 
had now transferred to the society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel the part 
of its original business which re garde d 

bread Tixs 
Society now sent Missionaries to many 
other parts of the world, Still the de- 
mand for Missionaries was so much 
increased, that treble the number were 
required that were employed in 1816, 
and for the last for 
of the 


Society. 


the sending a Missionaries. 


T ve urs the expe nses 
had 


institution exceeded its 
income by 6,000. a-year. 


He therefo ec 
called upon all persons for 
more paru ular y 
of the Established 


stitution could not 


Su} port, 


upon the members 
Church, as _ the in- 
go on without in- 
creased funds 

The Rev. Basil Woodd gave a short 
detail of the commencement and be- 
neficial progress of the Seciety. He 
alluded to the formation of the Soc ety 
in 1701, and said that the spiritual ne- 
cessities of our colonies abroad loudly 
called for relief and assistance. Many 
of them were then totally destitute of 
ministers and the means of public wor- 
ship, while infidelity and superstition 
had awfully increased. At this pe riod 
an exemplary clergyman, the Rev. Dr. 
Bray, suggested the formation of this 
It was re | orted that in 1748 
there were no churches in Nova Scotia; 
there were now in that pi 
clergymen and 44 ] 


schools. ( 
was in the stitute 


Soc iety 
wince 28 
anada 
same dé condition : 
it NOW possess¢ d 24 clergym«¢ nand 19 
The total number of 
sionaries in the North American terri- 
tory amounted to 103, and the number 
of schools to 100. Of late 
Society has directed its 
Africa. At Cape T 


charch 


schools. mis- 


years the 


attention to 


wn an episcop il 


was erected, and a national 
school consisting f < children 
Missionaries also had been stationed 


at the Bermudas, New South Wales, 
and Norfolk Island. Since the ap- 
pointment of Bishop Middleton to the 
metropolitan city of Calcutta, the Se 
ciety had directed 
India. That distinguishec 
strenuously recommended the er 
of a Mission College for the specific 
obj ct of the translation of the sacred 
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Scriptures into the various dialects of 
Hlindostan, and for the education of 
missionaries and schoolmasters for the 
instruction of the natives. The pro- 
posal met with the zealous co-operation 
of the Society, in an immediate grant 
of 5,000/. together with the appropria 
tion of the sums raised in consequence 
of the King’s letter. The Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge im- 
mediately testified their cordial appro- 
bation of the missionary establishment 
by a vote of 5,000/., and also a sub- 
sequent grant of 6,000/. for the en- 
dowment of five scholarships, to be 
henceforth designated “ Bishop Mid- 
The Society 
fur Missions to Africa and the East, 
called the Church Mis- 
rary Society, in the month fol- 
lowing, passed an unanimous vote of 
5,000/. towards the building of the 
College, and had subsequently remitted 
the farther sum of 3,000/. in aid of the 
Sho tly after, the Bible 
Society granted 5,000/. for th specific 
obj ct of translating the If rly Scriptures 
at the Mission College. Since the 
adoption of this measure, the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge had 
transferred to the superintendence of 
the incorporated Society five European 
and six native teachers. 
In the establishment of an episcopalian 
government in the West Indies, the 
Society had also been 
stramental. The Bishoy s of Barbadoes 
Jamaica had 
arduous functions, and it was humbly 
expe cted, by the Divine blessing, that 
the most essential benefits would result 
from their superintendence. In [ar- 
badoes the Society had a school of 
eighty-eight little negroes. 
read the New Testament, and learnt to 
repre it, language, * The 
Faith and Duty of a Christian,” 
abridged from the Institutes of Bi- 
shop Gastrell. Religious instruction 
appeared advancing among the slave 
population, and the clergy took their 
regular turns in superintending their 
In Neva Scotia a College 


dleton’s Scholarships.” 


commonly 


general design. 


missionaries 


eminently in 


and commenced ther 


These now 


in SC ipture 


education. 
existed, known by the name of King’s 
College, to which, it the re presenti 
tion of Dr. Inglis, the present Lis! 
who had stated 
dition nd urgent want of support 
as well as its importance 1 


i] 


its dilapidated cor 
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missions, the Society had 
contributed 


caus ot 


liberally there was also a 


} | 


nidaren. 


! | 
DiaCcK ¢ 


school consisting of 65 
The 
an addition of 
schools, as soon as their finances would 


admit; but at present th 


society at this time ce ntem plate l 


0 missionaries and 4 


innual ex- 


penditure of the Society amounted to 
26,0001. and the income did not exceed 
22,000/. Ile concluded with observin 
that the Society presented an i upera- 
tive ¢ n upon the s PI t of th 
clergy and laity. ‘“ The harvest was 
plenteous, the labourers few.” He 
gave Christians of other communi 


full credit for their pious exertions. H 
I 
devoutly prayed that the truly ay 


stolical Church of England might prove 


sand mignt} 

a guished agent in dispensing the 

bread of life to the ends of the earth 
the course of the business the 





following resolutions were unanimously 
agreed to: ; 

1. That a 
formed at Aylesbury, in 
Society for the 


District Committee be 
aid of 
P Opag ition of thi 
n Parts, and tha 
Lincoln be request 1 to 
acce pt the oftice of President. 

2. That the following Noblemen 
and Gentlemen be requested to be- 
come Vice-Presidents :—His Grace the 
Duke of Buckingham, the Most Nobk 


Gospel in | oreig 


t the 


Bishop ot 


Comniattee 





the Marquis of Chandos, tl Riel 

Hlon. the Earl of Buckinghamshire, th 

Right Hou. the Lord \1 nt Lake, 
the Right H Lord Carrington, the 
Right Hon. Lord Nugent, M. P., the 
Richt Hon. Robert Smith, M.P., the 
Rev. Sir George Lee, Bart., Sir J. D 
King, Bart. M.P., Sir S. B. Morland, 
Bart. M. P., Sir George Nugent, Bart., 
Sir John Aubrey, Bart., Sir T. F. Fre- 
mantle, Bart., ind the Venerable the 


Archdeacon of Bucks. 
3. That Wm. Rickford, Esq. M. P 


be appointed Treasurer, and the Rev. 
W. Finch and tl Rev. J. S. Baron, 
Sy etaries 

} That all persons subscribing 
1 6d. aunually, or collecting 5d. in 
one year, be s of the Com 
mi tee 

». That the subseriy s for the 
ear be mad lue at Michaelmas, in 


order to 
Assistant Secretary, ar j 
the So ‘ Office, Great (lueen 
Inn Field 
¢ Christmas. 
6. That th first meeting of th 
Committee be appo nted to take plac e 
at the White Hart Inn, Aylesbury, on 
the first Thursday in Jan., at 12 o'clock. 
The sum collected at the meeting 
was 25/. 


ety 3 
Street, Line 


the followit 


oln’s 


a 


DEANERY BARKING 


OF 


Ar a Meeting held at West Ilam, 
November 19th, 1825, present—Rev 
H. C. Jones, Archdeacon, West Ham; 
Rev. W. Wilson, Walthamstow; Rev 
ditto; Rev. ¢ Hi. Laprimandaye, 
Leyton; Rev. G. Hughes, ditto; Re 
J.C. Wigram, ditto; Rev. H. B 
ditto: Rev. O. Lodge, Barking; Rev 
R. Colle tt, Little Ilford ; Rey. G. J. 
Brookes, East Ham: 

It was resolved unanimously, 

1. That a District Committee of 
the “Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts,” be now 
formed, comprehending the parishes 
within the limits of the Deanery of 
Barking. 

2. That the Bishop of the Dioces« 
be requested to accept the office of 
President. 


3. That the Clergy of the different 


IMMITTEE. 


parishes within the D 
take such 


unery be re 

measures, by 
forming Sub-Committees, or otherwise, 
may think most effectual to 
the Society and its ol wn 


quest d to 
as they 


make jects kn 


in their paris es, and to collect sub- 
scriptions in aid of its funds. 

4. That William Cotton, Esq. be 
requested to accept the 
Treasurer. 

5. That the Rev. George Hughes 
and the Rev. Joseph C. Wigram, be 
requested to accept the office of Se- 


effice of 


cretaries. 

6. That the Annual Meeting of this 
District Committee be held on the first 
Saturday in June, at one o'clock pre- 
cisely, in the National School Room, 
Low Leyton. 

7. That the Clergy 
Deanery be requested to preach ser- 
mons, and make collections in theii 


within — the 
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respective Churches, previously to the 
Annual Meeting, once in three years, 
in the following order, viz. 

1825. West Ham, Walthamstow, 
Loughton, Dagenham, Great Ilford. 

1826. Le yton, Wanstead, East 
lam, Chingford, Chigwell. 

1827. Woodford, Leytonstone, 
Barking, Little Ilford, Romford. 

8. That the centlemen 
be requested to acc 
Vice-Pre ; leuts: 
J. Carstairs, 
J.T. Daubi 


following 
pt the oftice of 
. Bosanquet, Esq. 
Danvers, Esq. 
W. Davis, Esq. 
J. Harman, Esq. 
W. Hall Dare, 
.C.B. E. Hurry, 
Pearse, Esq. 





J. If. Pelly, Esq. J. Popplewell, Esq. 
J. Rigg, Esq. T. Robinson, Esq. and 
Sir Rk. Wigram, Bart. 

9. That the Address now read be 
adopted, and that the Secretaries be 
requested to have 1500 copies printe: 
for distribution. 

10. That the smallest donations he 
thankfully received, by the Treasurer 
or Secretaries, or eac h of the Ch rgy 
for their respective parishes. 


A meeting would also, we understand, 


have taken place at Walthamstow, 
where the sum of 42/. was collected 
after a Sermon in behalf of the Society, 


but has been delayed in consequence of 
the late alarms inthe commercial world. 


a 


EXETER 


Tne Exeter Diocesan Committee 
of this Soc lety late ly held their An- 
nual Meeting at the Central School in 
Magdalen-street, Exeter, the Lord 
Bishop in the Chair, when a satisfactory 
report was read, in which the Com- 
mittee state, that “ they cannot but 
remark, with feelings of thankfulness 
to Almighty God, and of congratula- 
tion to their fellow Christians, the 
lively interest which the great objects 
of the Sox lely appear to have awakened 
in the Diocese. A few years since its 
name was scarcely known; not more 
than ten populous 
counties of Devon and Cornwall were 
contributors to its funds; where it 
reckons nearly three hundred 
ind contributing members. 
subscribers to the Exeter 
been added last 
bencfactions to 


persons in the 


now 
associated 
Nine 
Fund 
annual meeting, and 
the amount of six p yunds five shillings 
have been received. <A new district 
committee for the Deanery of Penwith 
has bee n formed in the Archdeac onry 
of Cornwall. The Committee feel 
confident that the more the objects of 
this truly ¢ hristian society are known, 


new 


have since the 


ihe more support and countenance it 
will receive from those 


sirous of spre vding the 


who are de- 
bene ts of our 


holy religion in its purest form amongst 


the unconverted nations of the world. 
The Lord Bishop cor nted in 





terms of congratulation on the auspi 


nature of the report, and re 


cious 
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marked that the extent of the Society's 
exertions in the great object they had 
in view, was not so generally known 
as it ought to be. His Lordship drew 
the attention of the Meeting to the 
following list of the Missionaries now 
employs d by the Society: 

Ne wfoundland. Present est iblish- 
ment, six Missionaries, eighteen School- 
masters. Annual charge, 1900/. Pro- 
posed increase, four Missionaries, 
eight Schoolmasters. Annual charge, 


1160/. Population forfy thousand, 
Protestants. 

Nova Scotia.—Present  establish- 
ment, two Visiting Missionaries, 


twenty-eight Missionaries, forty-four 
Schoolmasters. Annual charge, 62000. 
Proposed increase, eight Missionaries, 
sixteen Schoolmasters. Annualcharge, 
1840/. Population one hundred and 
twenty thousand. 

New Brunswick.—Present establish- 
twenty Missionaries, 
hoolmasters. Annual charge, 
4300/. Proposed increase, five Mis- 
Annual 


eighty 


ment, 
seven \ 


twenty- 


sionaries, ten Schoolmasters. 
rg 11502. Population 
thousand. 


Prin € 


sionanes 


charge, 


Edward's Island 


one Sx hoolmaste e. 


Two Mis- 
‘ Annual 
charge, 340/. 
Missionaries, 


Propose d 
four 


increase, two 


Schoolmasters.— 


At nual charge, 160/. Popu it1on 
thirty thousand. 

Upper Canada. lwenty-lfot ‘I 
ionaries, three Schoolmasiters. Annual 
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4 
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/nfant 
charge, 4860/. Proposed increase, 
nineteen Missionaries. Charge, 38001. 
Population two hundred thousand. 
Lower Canuda.—Nineteen Mission- 


aries. Annual charge, 3800/. Pro- 
posed increase, eleven Missionaries. 
Annual charge, 22001. Protestant 


population, one hundred thousand. 
Present annual charge, 21,400/. Pro- 
pose d addition, 10,6102. 

Cape of Good Hope. — One Mis- 
sionary, two Schoolmasters. Annual 
ge, 340/ 


told 

















Se hools 


Cape Coast Castle. —One Missionary. 
Annual charge, 50l. 

Cali utta.— Bishop's College, three 
Professors. Endowments for twenty 
Students*. Eleven Missionaries, Fu- 
ropean ; six native Preachers. Annual 
charge, 4900/. In addition to these 
charges, there are other sources of 
expenditure in the endowment of 
Divinity Studentships in Nova Scotia 
and Canada, Donations in aid of 
Churches, Gratuities to Missionaries, 
xe. &c. &Cc. 


ee Oh tee 


INFANT SCHOOLS. 


We have already expressed our 
pinion as adverse to the princy le of 
Infant Schools, and this opinion we 
still retain. We are at the same time 
ready to admit that there may be cases 
where they ar¢ practi ally expedient, 
and which constitute exceptions to 
our general observation :—in populous 
town parishes, for instance, where the 
home of the children is scarcely more 
than nominal, It is with this view of 
the peculiar circumstances of tie cast 
that we submit the following r port « f 
i meeting lately held at Exeter. 

On Tuesday, September the 27th, 
a meeting was held in the Guildhall 
of the City of Fxeter, for the object 
of establishing Infant Schools, or 
rather convenient situations where the 
children of the working classes will be 
taken care of during the time that 
their parents are pursuing their occu- 
pations, and are prevented taking pro- 
per care of their helpless children.— 
The Bishop of Exeter having been call- 
ed to the chair, gave an account of the 
establishment, scope, and general 
utility of such institutions, and ob- 
viated some , objections which had 
been urged against them. His Lord- 
ship said, that the parent went cheer- 
fully to his daily labour, under the 
impression, that his child was in a 
place of safety; that it, if able to 
articulate, was taught something a- 
dapted to its tender age; by example 
it might have some defect of disposi 
tion corrected and removed ; and that, 
above all other considerations, the 
child was kept out of the streets, and 
wut of the influence of vice and evil 


communication. Ile stated, that the 
Institution was not novel, as it had 
| een lon M 


a practice in Yorkshire, to 
hire a woman to take care of the 
young children of the vitlage while 
their parents went to their work, 
exempted from acare which otherwise 
must confine one of them to their 
dwelling, and prevent the family de- 
riving the full benefit of their labour 
The Bishop recommended, that the 
children shor ld be taught the Lord's 
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, and 
Creed. He observed, that he wished 
to effect the great good which was 
the object of the Institution, without 
icting im any res} ect in opposition to 
the feelings of the parents of the 
children. He concluded by reading 
the proposed regulations, which were 
to be farther considered in a Com- 
mittee. The Bishop undertakes the 
office of Patron of the Institution, 
and the Lord Lieutenant of the 
County of Devon, that of Vice- 
Patron. There were present at the 
meeting SirThomas Blomfield, Messrs. 
Lyon, Hamilton, and Creswell, Mr. 
Sergeant Praed, The Rev. Canons 
Bull and Rogers, Rev. Prebendary 
Oxnam, Colonel Macdonald, and 
other Clergymen and Laymen of Exe- 
ter, and of the County of Devon. 
No further publicity had been given 
to the intended meeting than could be 
effected by a circular; and, probably, 
from this cause, the attendance was 
far trom numerous. 

* Six resident in the College at the date 
of the last despatches 
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CHURCH PROCEEDINGS IN TITE WEST INDIES. 


SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AT BARBADOES. 


The tirst stone of a building to be 
appropriated to the reception of poor 
female children, where they are not 
only to be fed and clothed, but 
brought up so as to be useful mem- 


bers of society, was laid on Monday, 
August 1, 1825, A procession was 
formed at King’s House, (the resi- 
deuce of the Commander-in-Chief,) 
of the chief persons of the island; 


I 
with the same masonic ceremonies as 
1 


those observed on the occasion of 


laying’ the first stone of the New 
Church at Bridge-town. As soon as 
the Dishop of the Diocese, accom- 
panied by the Provincial Grand Mas- 
ter, had reached the platform prepared 
for the purpose, the Rev. J. H. 
Pinder, one of his Loréship’s Chap- 
lains, read a portion of Scripture 
peculiarly applicable to th purposes 
of the foundation, beginning at the 
10th verse and ending at the thirty- 
first ch upter of Proverbs. After which, 
the Lord Bishop i iplore la blessing 
upon the undertaking, in the follow- 





mg Pp! Lye , (= 

“ Prevent us, O Lord, in all our 
doings, with Thy most gracious favour, 
and further us with Thy continual 
help, that in ¢his and every other 
work begun, continued, and ended in 
Thee, we may glorify Thy Name, and 
promote the present and everlast- 
ing welfare of our fellow-creatures 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.— 
Ame n. 

“ Q, Almighty Father! who by tl 
beloved Son hast said, * Suffer litt 
children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not,for of such is the kingdom of 
Ilasten, we pray Thee, Thy 
Kingdom; and grant that the Institu- 
tion which we are this day met to 
found for the maintenance and re- 
ligious education of the daughters of 
our poorer brethren, may be the happy 
means, under Thy grace, of bringing 
many to Thee: that, rooted and built 
up in Christ—established in the Faith 

habituated to every good word and 
work—and abounding ever more and 
more in thanksgiving to Thee, and 
these their benefactors, —they may 


heaven!’ 


walk in Christ, and in the knowledge 
and obedience of Thy word, and 
finally obtain everlasting life, through 
His atoning merits; who, with Thee, 
O Father! and Thee, O Holy Ghost! 
liveth and reigneth One God, now 
and for ever. —Amen. 

“© Q Lord! who hast taught us that 
all our doings without Charity, are 
nothing worth, send Thy Holy Ghost 
and pour into our hearts that most 
excellent gift of charity, the very 
bond of peace and of all virtue ; with- 
out which, whosoever liveth is counted 
dead before Thee.-— Grant this for 
Thine only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
in whose most perfect words we con 
clude these our imperfect addresses, 
saying—QOur Father, &c.” 

The ceremony of depositing the 
coins, &c. then followed; and, the 
inscription on the plate having been 
read, it was likewise placed in proper 
form, and the stone was lowered, 
during which the boys sang part of a 
hymn, accompanied by the excellent 
band of the 93d regiment. The 
whole of the arrangements having 
thus been completed, the Hon. John 
A. Beckles, Provincial Grand Master, 
availed himself of the opportunity of 
expressing his feelings, and those of 
the fraternity, in the following hand- 
some address to the Lord Bishop: 

“Tf any thing were wanting, in 
addition to the very many proofs which 
your Lordship has given, and parti 
cularly the proposed erection of that 
edifice which was commenced on Mon- 
lay last, to convince us, not only of 
your earnest to promote morality and 
virtue, and diffuse the principles of 
our religion amongst all classes, but 
also of the biessing which, under 
I{eaven, has been granted to us by 
the appointment of your Lordship, as 
Bishop of this Diocese, it would be 
the establishment of a work like this. 

“ T assure you, my Lord, it has 
been particularly gratifying to me, 
that the elevated situation of Grand 
Master which I have the honour to 
fill, has afforded me an opportunity of 
assisting at the commencement of 
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in thist etropolis, and which, 
will contribute in an eminent 
ression of wickedn 


o the maintenance 





oner our uppli itions to the 
the Universe, toa 


protect! } o vour Lords 





these works works perhaps essent i] 


I trust, 
degre¢ 
ess and 


ot true 


“The respect and esteem which I 


uprem«¢ 








Relicious Instruction of the Slave 


voke his Holy Name! May He be 
present at this beginning, and prosper 
the undertaking with all success—may 
He vouchsafe to direct every zealous 
effort, and in his merciful goodness 
deign to bestow a blessing upou all 


our laudable undertakings.’ 


« 
; m happy to find your Lordship en- His Lordship having expressed his 
r joys in this community, and the ve y icknowledgments for this mark of 
+ y eat zeal and at x1ety which you have spect, then iddressed the spectators, 
we ! fested on these occasions, are whose generous aid he earnestlys licit- 
x sure pledges that nothing will be ed in behalf of this Institution; but 

\ ting on your part to fulfil the he more particularly recommended 
wishes of thos« pu sprite 1 in- the ladies to turn their attention to 

dividuals who have promoted thes the super tendence of this work of 
undertakings, and that the just ex- cl tv; and then concluded by pro- 

pectations of the Legisl e, whose i ncing the usual blessing upon all 

f ty has also been evinced, will V were pre it. 

« not be disapy inted. \fter t ccremony, the procession 
a In behalf of the Craft of Free n to the ¢ ral School, where 
, ind Accepted Masons in general, do I numbers of ladies also attended, and 

r sul the S wert gra 1 with tl ight of 


this community. they had this day the addition of 
‘~ With proper respect to the esta- rood pl pl ld : 
blished customs of the country in The Plate s the following In- 
which we live—with due deference to ription 
Ti , 
| our superiors in Church and state, 1 cl M 
1 with unlimited good will to all,- UT PUELLLI DUCANDIS 
we here appear clothed as Masons LOCUS NON DI 
’ 1 publi ly express our submission to NSIS VER® ST I I 
‘ ler I | ood VE ment, 1 ol staenins 
EXTRUCTUM 
uM t oO te Y il interests = ‘s 
orl nd .'. , M MULIPFI ' 
| ted with the | lore f fi F CTIA 
( ©, We ow with eve ce to the ‘ 
1 y ) 
Most High, the U1 | Parent, our GULIELMUS 
( , tect nd in my situats 1 \KUM 
G 1 Master, to which I was PIS 
ead y t I S es of LI SPl I 
I thre! 0 t bly de [ in- r D is 3 C.XXV 
—ae 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE SLAVES 
' . : : 
| Ar Sr. Kitts, at a meeting of th Negro Slavesin the British West India 
" Clergy, Proprietors, and otl In- | ls. The return of the negroes 
; 1 
lntants. held at the Court House, on the several estates connected with 
t lown f Basseterre on Wed relgi 3 establishments being laid on 
: } Vv. e ith of August, 1825, the table, anda letter from the Rev. 
his Fx llenev Governor Maxwell in Dr. Barrett, containing suggestions as 


, ttee f to the formation of District Com- 
A { (sland was formed of the Society mittees, having been read, a serjes 


l is of resolutions were ad ypted, forthe 


f th establishment and re 


gulation of the St 
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Kitts’ Committe The Governor was 
app inted to the oftice of President, 
the President of the Council to that of 
Vice-President,—Dr. Swanston, Trea- 
surer, and William Thompson, Esq., 
Secretary. Subscmptions were imme- 
diately commenced, and _ the money 
in hand (there having been a previous 


Association in existence for the same 
object, though not regularly consti- 
tuted in union with the Parent Society 
in London,) w $ pa 1 over to the new 
lreasurer 

A sim ting was held f 
( hy ] s-town, N VIS, on Sa lay, 
the 13th of August 1} Distri 
Co rhitte the havit been eady 
organized on a former occasion, tl 
meetit then held was in ob 


of the first anniversary of 
tution. Ihe proces lings col 1 





with the reading of collects appro- 
priate to the occasion; after which, 


the Secretary read the Report, which 
detailed the operations of the Asso 


ciation during the past year. It stated 
generally, that a Sunday School had 
been established in each of tl four 


? 1 1 
Country Parishes, wherein ¢ 


and 14 free persons were |! ivil 
instruction ;—that a Sunday and Day 





School had been likewise estal hed 
in Charles-town, in t for r of 
which 80 slaves w instructed, and 
the latter numbered 105 scholars, both 
free and slave: that the Committ 

had ippoimnt da Schoolmaster to 
attend each of the Country Schools, 


it 201 currency per inhnum each, and 
a Schoolmaster and Mistress to attend 


the Town Schools at 25/. currency per 


In our last number we laid bef 
our readers an address presented t 
the Bishop of Bar vadoes, by a body 
of gentlemen of that Island, on his em- 
barkation for this country, together 
with the strong publi testimony 
to his exertions, and to the favour- 
able acceptance with which the 
had been met on all occasions. We 
now submit to them a series of ad- 
dresses delivered to him down to that 
period, on his landing upon the differ- 


ent islands: and cannot conceive a 





annum each ;—and that these, with 


other contingent expenses, had been 


nearly met by the local! contributions. 


The Report, in conclusion, expressed 


the conviction of the Committee that 


perseverance in these labours would, 


under the divine blessing, e1 





great end of the Parent Society, and 
render the recipients of the instruction 
ifio led, — peaceful here, wd happ 
hereafter.”"-—The report was received 
with general approbation, 

Resolutions were then proposed and 
idopte ] In tl cou ee 8 { I 
1 ved nd second: | S¢ if 
men iddressed tl ! t , com- 
mentil nerally « the objects of 





Was r¢ 

reflective mind, whi recognized tl 
m lizing effects of the diffusion of re- 
ligious instruction. Inthe co dit 
Resolutions, th Society expressed 
their strong approbation of the 
remitting exertions of the Rev. D. G 
Davis, (t secreta in | i! 
the purp of the Institution. ‘Thi 
merited tribute of thanks w feelingly 
acknow!] ved | Mir. Davis, w ‘ 
served, that highly as h est ited 
th | bation of the 1 et oO, he 
W nevertheless intluenced | i more 


exalted motive in devoting his best 


s VI st the interes ot t As 
clatior that approbation, however, 
he re led as tlowers strewed in the 


A Collection was made,—tle Sul 


scriptions were renewed,—and se era 
new Subs ribers and Done ’ dele | 
to the list. ‘The meeting was then 


dissolved. 


more compicte refutation ol i th 
calumnies so n aligna itiv Cast upo 
these important dependencies ot t 
empire, upon the plea indeed of 


gion and philanthroy 


< 





ling to irreligion, disorder, ancl 





oppre ssion, 


BARBADOES. 
ADDRESS OF THE CLERGY 
“ My Lord, 
** We, the Clergy of Barbadoes, ay 
proach your Lordship with our respect 
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ful congratulations upon your elevation 
to the Episcopal See ot Barl ido s and 
the Leeward 


Islands, 


and upon your 


Sale irrival im Ulils | irt ol your ai 
Cest 

‘““We gratefully acknowledge it as a 
distinguished instance of our Sove- 
reigns paternal care ovet his subjects 
in this remote part of his dominions, 


that he has been 


extend to us the benefits of 


aciously please 1 to 


1 resident 


epis¢ pal establishment, and we hail, 


with unfeigned satisfaction, your Lord 

ship's appoimtment as the commence- 
} 

ment of a new era in the West Indies 

Lordship’s zealous, 

but prudent s perintendence, we look 


when under y¢ 

| ’ 
for a more general diffusion of religion 
among the various classes of out pop 
ili TI . and fo the ul im te 


ol ull those 


tlainment 


ich have 


heen contemplated from this me é 
ot iristian benev« nee 
These ex hdent an } ons t 

t led upon the « ( nt testi 
n y of our friends in Engla » as to 
th moral and int tual « “ 
ments which combine to fo v4 
Li is i] s ch cle they are founded 
ilso upon the signal proof you have 
wiven, by your a eptance ot an oth 
ittended with so much toil and ditt 
culty, of that devotedness of he 
th d of others, which ts an ea st 
of success in the cause which you 
have engaged 

We beg " » assure vour | } 
ship of the faitl ind zeal CO-O} 
rauion of the Ci ry ot this isla d, and 
of the respectful deference and atten 
tion with which they will, at allt s 
r ve such inst s as your Lord 
< | \ lg to « y ft 
1 9 i nh i 
d S 

ee Ni vy ti \ y ¥ ’ 
v lords Ss especia t 
prot tn < ey ent siy W 
tl giits ind gra sot his Sy Se 
evi yy le Ss t vor i ‘ < 
< irge of vour episcoT tu the , 

Surned by uli oth Clerg of t 
as 
A ESS ¢ THE USE ¢ ASSE) LY 


cerest satisfaction, that the House of 


Assembly approach 


prese nt the ir congt itulations on your 
this island Wi 


nize, with gratitude 


sate arrival in recog- 


i 
of his Majesty, in the appointment ot 
an episcopal a ithority to this valuabk 


part of his dominions. We hail it as 


} ] 7 ‘ 
a lappy me ins aflorded us of dé teating 





the designs, and refuting the calumnies, 
of « self-interested enemies; and from 
the selection of a gentleman of your 
Lordship'’s high character and attain 
ments, to fill this important and dig: 


fied situauion, we anticipate tor our 


( try the ! ilculable enefits of an 
ACTIVE nd « scientious discharge of 
the | al é 
“We assure your Lordship, that we 
shall be ever found willing, in o 
legislative capacities, to promote the 
interests of religion, according to the 
OK es 1 under the vernment of 
the tra urch While thus express 


y their own feelings of respect and 
esentative Body 
that they only echo the 
sentiments with which your Lordship’s 
irrival has been welcomed by al 
classes of their constituents in this his 


! ‘ , 
Majesty Ss most ancient and loy 


ler of the House, 
CueesmMan Moe, 
H i As ; S) 


| a . 


rRINIDAD. 


nary, the ly 
dor (Gene 








town of Port of Spain, beg leave to 
Py ich your Lordship, to offer out 
1 ed « gratulations upot your 
] ship's safe arrival in this island; 
ind deeply impressed as we are with 
1@ importance of your Lordship's 
sacred mission, we cannot but admire 
th sacrifice your Li dship has 
nade ) quitting the land of your 
fathers, to he ne the | id of the 
Protestant Church in these islands. 
«“W gard your Lordship’s installa- 
I the See of Barbadoes is 1 pecu- 
mark Of our gracious Sovers ign’s 
paternal consideration for his faithful 
subjects in this portion of his domi 


And it is with feelings of the 
most lively interest we anticipate th 
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manifold benefits which these colonies 
cannot fail to receive from your Lord- 
ship’s pious labour in the cause of 
Christianity. 

“ That the Almighty may long guard 
and protect your Lordship in health 
amongst us, and that the arduous 
duties your Lordship has been selected 
by his Majesty to fulfil, may be 
crowned with success, is the fervent 
prayer of those who have now had the 
honour to address your Lordship. 

(Signed) “‘ James Cadett, First Al- 

cade ; A. Pinto, Second Alcade ; 
Joseph Graham, P. R.; W. Ro- 
berts, P. P; George Sherlock, 
Regidor ; Jasper Lyon; C. 
Got; P. Almandoz; Henry 
Gloster, Proc. Synd.; Henry 
Murray, Le p- Su. Cab.” 


__ 


GRENADA. 
ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL AND THE 
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


“ May it please your Lordship, 

““ We, the Members of His Majesty's 
Council, and the Representatives of 
the People of these islands, beg leave 
to approach your Lordship with an 
expression of the sentiments with 
which we are impressed on the auspi- 
cious event of your Lordship’s arrival 
in this colony, and to offer an un- 
feigned tribute of that respect which 
is due to your sacred and exalted 
Station. 

“The most lively feelings of gratitude 
have been excited in our 
towards our gracious Sovereign, by 
so estimable a proof of his paternal 
regard for his subjects in this part of 
his dominions, in the appointment of 
a Prelate to superintend our religious 
establishment; and we highly appre- 
ciate His Majesty’s wisdom in the 
selection of a Divine whose virtues 
and learning so eminently qualify him 
to discharge the duties of that mo- 
mentous trust. 

“Under your Lordship’s fostering 
care, and through the influence of 
your pious example, we look forward 
with confidence to an extension of 
the blessings of our religion, and to 
the increase of morality amongst all 
classes of this community. 

“ We entreat that your Lordship will 
be pleased to accept our most cordial 

VOL. VIII. NO. I. 


breasts 


wishes that every happiness may 
attend your Lordship, and that you 
may hereafter enjoy the gratifying 
reflection, that your exertions in your 
important ministry have been con- 
ducive to the weliare of your fellow- 
creature, and merit the approbation of 
our benevolent Sovereign. 

(Signed) “Geo. Gun Munro, Presi- 
dent. P.T.; James Hoyes, 
Speaker of the Assembly.” 

ST. VINCENT. 
ADDRESS OF THE HOUSE OF 
“* My Lord, y 
** At a time when these Colonies 
were oppressed by many evils, and 
threatened with great danger, the 
House of Assembly of St. Vincent 
received, with confidence and satis- 
faction, the information that His Ma- 
jesty’s Government had wisely deter- 
mined to extend the advantages and 
blessings of an efficient and respon- 
sible Church Establishment to the 
West Indies. The nomination of an 
eminent and learned Divine, as the 
head of that establishment, is a source 
of additional satisfaction; and the 
House looks forward with much con- 
fidence, under the wise and benevo- 
lent pastoral superintendence of your 
Lordship, to the increase of piety, the 
improvement of morals,and the general 
diffusion of religious knowledge. To- 
wards the attainment of such salutary 
and vitally important ends, you will 
always find the House of Assembly 
and the people generally of this colony 
sincerely and heartily concurring. And 
the House trusts that this great and 
praiseworthy undertaking, on the 
part of our mother country, may be 
received as a pledge of the interest 
which the Government and the un- 
prejudiced portion of our fellow-sub- 
jects in Britain still take in the pro- 
sperity of the colonies. 

“ The House offers your Lordship a 
sincere welcome, and congratulates 
you on your arrival in this part of 
your diocese. The House regrets, in 
common with the inhabitants, that 
your time will not permit of their 
offering other marks of the respect 
they entertain for your Lordship, or 
to evince their joy on the occasion of 
the colony being honoured with the 

I 


ASSEMBLY. 














58 Addresses to the Bishop of Barbadoes. 


presence of the first Dignitary of the 
Church of England by whom it was 
ever visited. 

“Joun Darzecr, Speaker.” 


ST. KITT'S. 
ADDRESS OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 


“ My Lord, 

** We, the Members of the Com- 
mons House of Assembly of St. Chris- 
topher, beg leave to approach your 
Lordship with our warmest congratu- 
lations upon your arrival at this island, 
and to assure your Lordship that we 
are animated with feelings of peculiar 
gratitude to our beloved and gracious 
Sovereign, for the wise and salutary 
measure that has been adopted in 
establishing an episcopal jurisdiction 
within these colonies; and we appre- 
ciate most sensibly the Royal conside- 
ration in nominating to this high and 
important trust, a member of our holy 
religion, who is recognized, at once, 
as pious, zealous, and intelligent. 

“ Misrepresented as we have been, 
in common with our sister colonies, as 
regards religious and moral instruc- 
tion, we will not venture to offer any 
opinior in refutation thereof, other 
than what your Lordship shall pro- 
nounce, upon a full and minute en- 
quiry into all those establishments 
which exist amongst us; and we anti- 
cipate, with pride and _ satisfaction, 
that we shall be found not to have 
been unmindful of those christian 
duties which we are enjoined, to the 
best of our abilities, to perform. 

“ We are, nevertheless, aware that 
much, in addition, may be suggested 
by the enlightened mind of your Lord- 
ship, for the furtherance of religious 
instruction to that class of our popu- 
lation, whose welfare and interest we 
have, at all times, been most anxious 
to promote; and we shall receive your 
Lordship’s recommendations, upon 
this important and interesting subject, 
with peculiar gratification, disposed, 
as we are, to co-operate with your 
Lordship in effecting so desirable a 
measure. 

“We regret extremely that your 
Lordship’s stay has not been longer, as 
we should have been gratified to have 
evinced to your Lordship the high esti- 


mation the Assembly of this island enter- 


tain for your person and holy oftice. 
**W. WHARTON RAWLINS, Speaker.” 
Issembly Room, June, 1825. 





ANGUILLA. 
ADDRESS OF THE COUNCIL AND INHA- 
BITANTS. 

“« May it please your Lordship, 

“ Impressed with the most sincere 
sentiments of loyalty and duty to our 
gracious Sovereign, and attachment 
to our excellent constitution, and the 
established religion of the realm; We, 
the Lieutenant Governor, the Mem- 
bers of the Council, and principal 
Inhabitants of the Island of Anguilla, 
hail with joy the auspicious event of 
your Lordship’s arrival in this colony, 
in the firm conviction, that it is pre- 
cursory to the extension of the bless- 
ings of our religion, and the increase 
of morality and instruction in this little 
community. 

**We will not damp the happiness 
which the circumstance occasions, by 
the expression of the privations we 
have endured; but we will venture to 
hope that this is an era from which our 
prospects will brighten, and look up 
to our beloved Monarch as to a father, 
in whose affections we shall from this 
time stand higher. We feel the visit 
of your Lordship asa mark the most 
convincing of his paternal care, and 
the choice of the individual he has 
selected to perform the pious mission 
contirms us in our sentiments. 

“Your Lordship finds us poor, and 
requiring all your pastoral care and 
attention; but we beg to assure you, 
that our limited mite shall be cheer- 
fully contributed to the furtherance of 
your benevolent object. 

“We entreat your Lordship’s accept- 
ance of our cordial sentiments of re- 
spect, and our best wishes for your 
welfare. 

(Signed) ‘* William Richardson, Lieut, 
Governor ; Benjamin Gumbs, 
President ; Jacob Gumnbs; Ri- 
chard Carty; Thomas Lake, 
Speaker; Benjamin G. Hodge ; 
Jonathan H. Hodge; J. D. 
Hobton ; John Kichardson ; 
Joseph P. Lake; William 
Carty; J. Pennston; J. B. 
Carty; Arthur Lloyd; Ben- 
jamin Derrick; Eleazer Lake.’’ 
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POLITICAL RETROSPECT. 


Commerct.—Calamitous are the 
events in this department, which it 
falls to our lot this month to record. 
Confidence, the soul of commerce, 
seemed for a time to have utterly for- 
saken us. Mistrust and suspicion 
pervaded all ranks; each man dread- 
ing the result, sought to save his own 
property from the general wreck, and 
thus increased the danger and the 
panic. The beautiful system of com- 
mercial credit, resting upon confi- 
dence, and built up and strengthened 
by numerous and well-connected in- 
terests, cannot be injured in one of 
its members without the whole per- 
ceiving the injury ; cannot be deranged 
in one of its parts, but the whole 
must be affected. Most absurd and 
mischievous, then, it is to suppose, 
that public credit can be benefited 
by being attacked, can be purified 
by a convulsion. If, however, it 
be supported by the wealth and never- 
failing productive powers of a people, 
though a storm may for a time suspend 
its operations, it cannot destroy its 
energy. Great and extensive, in- 
deed, has been the ruin which has 
been caused simply by the suspension 
of credit. Many who possessed pro- 
perty far exceeding the amount of 
their engagements, have been unable 
to fulfil those engagements,—and why ? 
Because no man could be trusted. 
Who could calculate the depreciation 
of property?—Who could say, that 
he could dispose of his pledge, and 
so realize his capital advanced? 
The capitalist and the borrower are 
both injured by an interruption of 
confidence ; neither can profit by the 
opportunities afforded him. If there 
be any one, indeed, so weak as to 
imagine, that the affairs of society 
could be conducted without the inter- 
vention of credit, he can have but 
little knowledge of the wants and 
business of men. It is not too much 
to say, that, without credit—without 
confidence, mankind would be a com- 
munity of savages, each a solitary 
labourer for his own subsistence. 

There are two periods in our his- 
tory which may be referred to, as in 
some respects similar to that which 


is scarcely passed. In 1792, the com- 
merce of the country suffered much 
privation: but then the cause was 
apparent. We had before us an ex- 
pensive war, and the minister called 
for new loans and taxes ; our relations 
with Foreign Powers were either in- 
terrupted or dissolved; and, while 
Europe was convulsed from one end 
to the other, it was uncertain who 
should be the Governor of one of its 
fairest provinces. Again, in 1797, 
commercial credit was much shaken, 
and the 3 per cent. consols were as 
low as 46. The war had then spread 
far and wide; with diminished re- 
sources we were called upon to in- 
crease our exertions; and yet the ter- 
mination of the struggle could not be 
expected. Ireland, too, amidst the 
general distress, exhibited symptoms 
of rebellion. The future historian 
must relate, that, in December, 1825, 
when the country enjoyed a profound 
peace; when her commercial relations 
with Foreign Powers were uninter- 
rupted; when new markets were 
opening for the produce of her capital 
and industry,—he must relate, that 
then her commerce was suspended 
from the failure of credit: that bank- 
ing-houses in London, of undoubted 
solvency, were beset by multitudes de- 
manding their deposits: that some 
of such establishments, though pos- 
sessed of property far exceeding the 
amount of their liabilities, were com- 
pelled to suspend their payments on 
account of the impossibility of pro- 
curing advances on their securities, 
however ample: that the bills of 
merchants, of acknowledged credit, 
could not be discounted: that the 
Government securities were much 
depressed in value: that sales of 
merchandize in general could not 
be effected at any rate: that the 
alarm spread throughout the country, 
disarranging commercial affairs, and 
that many country bankers were un- 
able to sustain the great and unex- 
pected demands made upon them. 
What, then, was the cause of this 
violent convulsion? This it will be 
our endeavour to explain as concisely 
as possible. The interest of money 
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depends entirely upon the average 


rate of the profits of capital. In an 
old and prosperous State like Eng- 
land, the profits ot « ipital are neces- 


sarily small, comparatively speaking ; 
in every branch of trade there is much 
tition, and in most of them 
there is but little room for improve- 
ment, so that additional capital is not 
required. It is evident, if the capa- 
bilities of employing capital be not 
increased, the profits of capital must 
gradually diminish as the amount of 
capital increases; hence the interest 
of money will diminish. This has 
been the course of events in this coun- 
try since it recovered from the de- 
rangements caused by the late war. 
On good security, money could easily 


com pe 


be procured it 3! per cent. and some- 
times lower. Hence, then, oppor- 
tunities for beneficial invest- 
ments were eagerly sought after by 
the capitalists. The New States of 
South America, having achieved their 
independence, solicited loans to esta- 


more 


blish and confirm their power, and to 
develope their resources. Such 
promist d to afford about 9 per cent. 
This opportunity was not 


loans 


interest 
allowe dto pass, and our ¢ ipil ilists ac- 
cordingly have advanced about twenty 
millions of money to those States. 
Again, the working of the gold and 
silver 
been suspended during the struggl 
with the mother-country, and which 
could not be resumed by the inde- 
pendents from their want of capital, 
seemed to offer beneficial employ- 
ment for surplus wealth. According- 
ly several millions have already been 
embarked in this speculation. But 
still our capitalists were not content 
with the opportunities which the New 
World afforded for the employment of 
their wealth. To satisfy the craving 
of the public, schemes 
daily organized for the 
capital in projects at home I 
to be formed; bridges built 
canals dug :—rail-roads made :—as if 
any profit could be derived by pro- 
ducing that for which there was no 
demand. But this was not all; our 
domestic economy was to be mate- 
rially benefited by Companies By 
them we were to be provided with un- 
adulterated bread, pure milk, and 


mines of America, which had 


new were 





were 


investment of 


linen. They were established 

on the assumption, that 
such things could be better managed 
by clerks and servants, than by a num- 
ber of individuals, each entirely de- 


clean 
no doubt 


pendent on his own conduct and 
exertions for success; — a manifest 
absurdity. The amount of capital ex- 


pended upon these home projects is, 
perhaps, of not much importance in 


the general view we are taking; the 
majority of them are fast passing 


away, exciting only our surprise, we 
do not say, that the y were supported, 
but that they were for a moment 
tolerated. The remembrance of such 
speculations is, however, in one re- 
spect mest painful. They created a 
spirit of gambling which was not con- 
fined to its proper abode, the Stock- 
Exchange, but which pervaded all 
ranks of the community, from the 
peer to the humblestcommoner. The 
high and honourable character of a 
British merchant was sullied by par- 
ticipation in illicit gain; the usual 
f business naturally appeared 
flat and unprofitable compared with 
the course which the folly of the peo- 
ple rendered it easy to pursue. That 
* sabbathless” pursuit of wealth, with 
which we have been reproached, was 
no longer nec essary ; wealth was pro- 
mised to, and seemed to be within the 
grasp of all. 7 

But the foregoing were not the only 
means resorted to for the employment 
of capital. Many articles of com- 
merce became the objects of general 
competition. Men, who possessed 
no knowledge either as to the supply 
or demand, but who knew only that 
large fortunes had been gained by 
similar speculations, rushed headlong 
into the market. ‘This was particular- 
ly the case with respect to wool and 
cotton; but the same spirit prevailed 
to a considerable extent with regard 
to other Such competition 
naturally raised the price abroad; such 
a profuse and inconsiderate supply 
lowered the price at home. Our im- 
ports, too, exc eeding our exports, we 
had more to pay to foreign countries 
than we had to receive: the difference 
was of course to be paid in gold. 
This added to the cost of the articles. 
What then was the consequence ?— 
They who had speculated largely were 


routine 


ticles. 
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involyed in inextricable difficulties. 
To this cause may be ascribed th 
commencement of our commercial 
embarrassments. The holders of such 
goods, unable to find purchasers with- 
out submitting to an enormous sacri- 
tice, obtained advances on them from 
bankers and others, till advances could 
be obtained no longer: their credit 
failed, and they were ruined. The 
drain of capital which had been 
caused by the loans, the Mining Com- 
panies, and the speculations in colo- 
nial and other produce, caused a 
scarcity of money, which began now 
to be seriously felt. For credit was 
shaken. The country bankers, in par- 
ticular, who, with a folly which it 
appears no experience will cure, had 
assisted such speculations, and con- 
tinued to increase the issue of their 
own notes, when gold was pouring 
out of the country, were exposed to 
pressing demands. They had to pro- 
cure gold in exchange for their own 
paper. And how was it to be pro- 
cured ?— They had, perhaps, a con- 
siderable part of their capital in- 
vested upon mortgage and in the 
funds; the former could not be imme- 
diate ly obtained, and the latter could 
not be sold without a great loss. The 
consequence is, banks have failed in 
all parts of the country. He who has 
not lived in a district where bankers 
issue their own notes, can have but a 
faint conception of the distress which 
such a failure occasions. The honest 
labourer, who has with difficulty col- 
lected his little rent, finds that his 
hoard is worthless. The business of 
the petty dealer, whose customers pos- 
sess no credit, is seriously interrupted. 
But it is useless to particularize—all 
feel the shock. When we consider the 
frequent recurrence of such disasters, 
it is impossible not to be surprised at 
the apathy of the people of England, 
in not calling importunately upon the 
legislature to abolish such pestiferous 
monopolies. It is indeed surprising, 
with the example of Scotland before 
our eyes, that strenuous exertions are 
not made to obtain the same banking 
system as she has; a better proof of 
its superiority could not be adduced, 
than the undoubted fact, that during 
the late season of alarm and distress, 
in which the exertions of the trading 


community have been paralized in 
every town of England, commercial 
credit in Scotland has not been inter- 
rupted; the banks have afforded the 
same accommodation as usual. The 
banks of Scotland, indeed, from the 
excellence of their constitution, fulfil 
every purpose of such institutions, and 
yet possess the unalterable confidence 
of the public. They have fostered 
trade, encouraged manufactures, pro- 
moted enterprise, and supported the 
public credit of Scotland with a liberal 
but judicious hand. 

The Bank of England has been ac- 
cused of adding to the general distress 
by suddenly contracting its issues by 
way of discount. But we doubt the fact 
that such issue has been contracted. 
When that bank discounted at £4 per 
cent. while money could not be ob- 
tained elsewhere under £5, and with 
difficulty even at that rate, it is not 
surprising that it should be overwhelm- 
ed with applications, and consequently 
that many should be rejected. 

The usury laws have, no doubt, in- 
creased the difficulty of obtaining mo- 
ney during the late season of privation. 
It would have been most beneficial to 
many to have obtained a loan, as a tem- 
porary accommodation, even at 9 or 10 
per cent., but the law allows only 5 to 
be given. Some might have been in- 
duced to have sold stock to have ad- 
vanced by way of loan, could they have 
been repaid by competent interest. In 
Hamburgh the average rate of interest 
is about 4 per cent., but in times of 
temporary distress it has risen to 12 
and 14 per cent., and there can be no 
doubt but that the total ruin of many 
is prevented by the advantages which 
the freedom of interest affords. The 
existence of the usury laws in this en- 


lightened age, is another instance of 


the apathy of the commercial world. 
An adherence, indeed, to a fixed rate 
of interest, is a thing so palpably ab- 
surd, that it is surprising any can be 
found to advocate it. The wants of 
mankind may ebb and flow; profits 
may vary from one extreme to another ; 
but the value of money, which depends 
upon the urgency of those wants, and 
the extent of those profits, is to remain 
the same! The defenders of this sys- 
tem urge the antiquity of the law, and 
the wisdom of our ancestors. With- 
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out pretending to impugn that wisdom, 
we may observe, that this argument is 
seldom deserving of attention; for 
such are the variations in human affairs, 
—and all laws are intended for exist- 
ing circumstances,—that we can never 
be certain that our ancestors would 
have thought that law, which they re- 
commended in their own day, fit for 
the age in which we live. But in the 
present case the argument Is most un- 
happily chosen; for when the statute 
which assigns 5 per cent. as the limit 
of legal interest was passed, the market 
rate was about 4, and the legal rate 
was fixed at 5, on the very ground that 
the legal rate should be above the mar- 
ket rate. To have been consistent, 
then, these sticklers for the wisdom of 
our ancestors, should, when the market 
rate of interest reached 5 per cent. dur- 
ing the late war, have endeavoured to 
have had the legal rate raised to 6. 

It will be observed, that we have 


written the foregoing in the past tense; 
for we trust that the panic and distress, 
we have attempted to describe and 
account for, are past. Confidence is 
in a great measure restored; but some 
time must yet elapse before commerce 
will resume its usual course. The 
large stocks of goods which have been 
accumulated will gradually find a 
market, though at very reduced prices ; 
—the original speculators paying the 
forfeit of their property for their im- 
prudence. The supply will thus be- 
come equal to the demand, and trade 
will be relieved from the burden which 
oppresses it. We have indeed nothing 
to fear. So long as Great Britain is 
blessed by Providence with peace, and 
is governed by honest and enlightened 
men, the indestructible energies of her 
people will triumph over every diffi- 
culty, and will bring back the nation 
to a state of security and prosperity. 








UNIVERSITY AND CLERICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


OXFORD. 
Degrees conferred December 1. 
DOCTOR IN DIVINITY. 
Penfold, Rev. G. Saxby, Merton College, 
Grand Compounder. 
MASTERS OF ARTS. 
Davenport, John, Worcester Coll. 
Hanson, Kev. G. Lowdon, Queen’s Coll. 
Hathaway, Rev. Robert C. Jesus Coll. 
BACHELORS OF ARTS. 
Bull, Peter Brett, Queen’s Coll. 
Cove, Edward, Worcester Coll. 
Hadley, James, Worcester Coll. 
Hall, Peter, Brasenose Coll. 
Hazel, William, Christ Church. 
Hembleton, John, St. Edmund Hall. 
Henning, Edward Nares, Worcester Coll. 
Hickes, Heathfield Weston, Pembroke Coll. 
Holden, William Drury, Christ Church. 
Holland, T. A. Worcester Coll. 
How el, Griffith, Jesus Coll. 
Hughes, James, Jesus Coll. 
Jacob, Philip, Corpus Christi Coll. 
Kent, Adolphus, Exeter Coll. 
Morgan, C. O. S., Christ Church. 
December 8. 
DOCTOR IN CIVIL LAW. 
Williams, Philip, of New College, Vinerian 
Professor of Common Law, Grand Com 
pdunder. 
MASTERS OF ARTS. 
Park, Rev. James Allan, Balliol College, 
Grand Compounder 
Park, Alexander Atherton, Balliol Coll 





BACHELORS OF ARTS. 
jillbee, Charles, Queen’s Coll. 
Jenkins, G. T. P., Pembroke Coll. 
Leslie, William, Lincoln Coll. 
Lewis, Arthur, Trinity Coll. 
Lewis, Richard, Magdalen Hall. 
Locke, Wadham, Merton Coll. 
May, John, Exeter Coll. 
Monnington, George, Worcester Coll. 
Todd, Horatio, Queen's Coll. 
December 17. 
DOCTOR IN DIVINITY. 
Niblock, Rev. Joseph White, St. Edmund 
Hall. 
DOCTOR IN CIVIL LAW. 
Cursham, Rev. Thomas Leesun, Lincoln 
College, Vicar of Mansfield. 
MASTERS OF ARTS. 
Brooke, William De Capell, Brasenose Coll. 
Cornish, Rev. Sidney William, Fellow of 
Exeter Coll. 
Sanderson, Rev. Stephen, Pembroke Coll. 
Wright, John, Brasenose Coll. Grand 
Compounder. 
BACHELORS OF ARTS. 
Brooks, William George, Christ Church. 
Hood, Elisha William, Wadham Coll. 
Hutchinson, James, St. John’s Coll. 
Jone s, Edward, Je sus Coll. 
Morrall, Cyrus, Brasenose Coll. 
Morris, George, Corpus Christi Coll. 
Morris, Thomas, Magdalen Hall. 
Ness, John Derby, Lincoln Coll. 
Nichols, William Luke, Queen’s Coll. 
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Palmer, John Nelson, St. John’s Coll. 

Grand Compounder, 

Palmer, William, St. Mary Hall. 
Parry, John, Brasenose Coll. 
Pilkington, Roger, Exeter Coll. 
Riddell, Thomas, St. Edmund Hall. 

Sale, Thomas, Demy of Magdalen Coll. 
Smyth, George Arthur, St. Edmund Hall. 
December 1. 

Charles Bellamy, Esq. B. C. L., Fellow 
of St. John’s College, was unanimously 
elected Vinerian Fellow of Common Law. 

The Rev. Charles John Meredith, B. A. 
was elected Fellow of Lincoln College. 

James Garbett, M. A. was elected Fellow 
of Brasenose. 

December 2. 

James Dayman, B. A. was elected Fellow 

of Corpus Christi College. 
December 8. 

Mr. William Cripps was elected to the 
Vinerian Scholarship, vacant by the election 
of Mr. Bellamy. 

The subjects for the Chancellor's Prizes 
for the ensuing year are 

Latin Verses—Montes Pyrenzi. 

Latin Essay— Quibus precipue de 
causis, in artium liberalium studiis, Ro- 
mani Grecis vix pares, ne dum superiores 
evaserint. 

English Essay—lIs a rude or a refined 
age more favourable to the production of 
works of fiction ? 

Sir Roger Newdigate’s Prize—Trajan's 
Pillar. 

Theological Prize, instituted June 2, 
1825—The operation of human causes only 
will not sufficiently account for the propa- 
gation of Christianity. 

CAMBRIDGE. 
Degrees conferred December 7. 
DOCTOR IN PHYSIC. 

Seymour, Edward J. Jesus Coll. 
BACHELOR IN DIVINITY. 
Faulkner, Rev. R. R., St. John’s College, 

Compounder. 

MASTERS OF ARTS. 
Cornwell, William, Jesus Coll. 
Rawson, Thos., Trinity Coll. Compounder. 
BACHELORS IN CIVIL LAW. 
Burnaby, John Dick, Emmanuel Coll. 
Gane, Rev. William, Trinity Hall, Com- 
pounder, 
Good, Rev. Henry, Trinity Hall. 
BACHEEORS OF ARTS. 
Humphrey, Wm. Cave, St. Peter's Coll. 
Yorke, Henry Reginald, St. John’s Coll. 
December 14. 
BACHELOR OF ARTS. 
Powley, William, Jesus Coll. 
December 7. 

Professor Starkie, Mr. Tindal of Trinity 
College, and Mr. Alderson of Caius College, 
were appointed Counsel to the University. 


The funds of the Public Library are to 


be increased by a quarterly contribution of 


one shilling and sixpence from each member 
of the University, excepting Sizers. 

The 6th regulation of the previous exami- 
nation was rescinded, and the following 
substituted : 

That every person, when examined, shall 
be required, 

(1) To translate some portion of each 
of the subjects appointed as aforesaid : 

») 
the same: 

3) To answer printed questions relating 
to the Evidences of Christianity. 

The examination was put under the 
superintendence of the Pro-Proctors for the 
time being, and an additional day allowed. 

December 14. 

Charles Eckersall, M.A., of Corpus 
Christi College, Oxford, was admitted 
ad eundem. 

Mr. Hughes of Emmanuel College was 
appointed an Examiner for the Classical 
Examination in January, instead of Mr. 
Law of St. John's College. 

Mr. Warren of Jesus College, Mr. 
Chevallier of Catharine Hall, Mr. Hughes 
of St. John’s College, Mr. Ramsay of 
Jesus College, Mr. Fennell of Queen's 
College, and Mr. Porter of Christ's College, 
were appointed Examiners of the Question- 
ists in January next. 

December 2?. 

A Grace passed the Senate, “to affix the 
University Seal to a letter addressed to Sir 
John Richardson, requesting him to de 
termine, after hearing Counsel, the manner 
in which the Professors of Mineralogy, 
Botany, and Anatomy, are in future to 
be elected.” 

Sydney Gedge, Esq. B. A. of Catharine 
Hall, was elected a Foundation Fellow of 
that Society. 

The Rev. Wm. Clarke, M.A., Professor 
of Anatomy, is elected a Senior Fellow of 
Trinity College. 

James Bailey, Esq. M.A. is elected 
Master of the Perse Grammar School. 

The subject for the Vice-Chancellor’s 
English Prize this year is—Venice. 





CLERGYMEN MARRIED. 
Burton, T. M.A. of Rastrock, to Mrs. 
Wheatley. 
Coney, T. B. Rector of Chedyoy, Somer- 


setshire, to Jane, eldest daughter of 


J. P. Tudway, Esq. M. P. 


Duncomb, Edward, to Susan, daughter of 


the late Rev. C. Mainwaring, of Otely 
Park, Shropshire. 

Francis, Philip, M.A. to Eliza, second 
daughter of Guy Lloyd, Esq. 

Gilly, W.8. M. A. Rector of North Pam- 


(2) To construe and explain passages of 








 * 


al ete 


i 












































64 To Corresponde nis. 


bridge, Essex, to Jane Charlotte Mary, Hayman, Henry, B. A. of Wilton. 





only daughter of Major Colberg. Heyes, J. L. Rector of Bushey, Herts, 
Hatton, Daniel Heneage Finch, to Lady ied 63. 
Louisa Greville. Holt, Geo., Rector of Broughton, Weilow, 
Hawks, Wm., Rector of Gateshead Fcll, to and Staunton, Nottinghamshire. 
Anna, eldest daughter of J. Crosier, Esq. Johnson, William, Vicar of Bilsby, Lincoln- 
Owen, E. Pryce, Vicar of Wellington, to shire, aged 25. 
Miss Darby, only daughter of the late Kelly, H. Vicar of Bishop’s Burton, York- 
Ss. Darby, Esq. of Coalbrook Dale. shire. 
Perceval, Hon. Arthur, to Charlotte Ann, Lamb, Matthew, Rector of Eydon, North- 
eldest daughter of the Hon. and Rev. amptonshire. 
Augustus George Legge. ¥ Norris, Thomas, M. A. Rector of Harby, 
Stratton, Joshua, M.A. Minor Canon of and Vicar of Granby cum Sutton, aged 55. 
Canterbury, to Susannah, youngest Orman, Nicholas, Vicar of Great Barton, 
daughter of Mr. W. Head. Suffolk, aged 67. 
Whyley, G.E. M.A. Vicar of Eaton Bray, Plumptre, Jolin, D. D. Dean of Gloucester, q 
to Jane, daughter of M. Morrah, Esq., and Vicar of Stone and Wichenford, 
Young, B. B.A. of Watling, Sussex, to Worcestershire, aged 71. 
Elizabeth Susanna, eldest daughter of | Powys, Littleton, Rector of Thorpe Ap- 
John Holloway, Esq. church, aged 79. 
Poyntz, Newdigate, B.C. L. Rector of 
CLERGYMEN DECEASED. Tormarton, Gloucestershire. 
Applebee, J. Prebendary of Lincoln and Price, John Rice, B.A. Curate of Stone- 
Rector of East 1 horpe, Essex, aged 69. house, aged 40. 
Carr, Thomas, M.A. Fellow of Trinity Shaw, Joseph, Head Master of Stafford 
College, Cambridge. School, aged 70. 
Carrington, James, Vicar of East Coker. Smedley, E. Vicar of Brayford Abbas, 
Chisholme, George, D. D. Rector of Ash- Dorset. 
more, Dorset, aged 73. Stedman, Thos., M. A. Vicar of St. Chad's, 
Deane, Richard, Rector of West Harling, Shrewsbury, aged 79. 
Norfolk, aged 83. Thomas, Thomas, B.D. Rector of Isham, 
Forby, Robert, Rector of Fincham, Norfolk, Northamptonshire, aged 85. 
aged 66. White, Sampson, M. A. Rector of Maidford, 
Gabbitas, W. M.A. Rector of Rodmill and Northamptonshire, and Vicar of Uphaven, 
Oving, and Prebendary of Chichester, Wilts. 
aged 49. Wingfield, John, D.D. Prebendary of 
Hayter, Geo. Gerrard, Rector of Compton Worcester and Rector of Bromsgrove. 
Bassett, Wilts, aged 73. Wisdome, T. Rector of Timsbury. 


The List of ORDINATIONS and PREFERMENTS are unavoidably postponed. 








NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A Correspondent inquires of us, in reference to a passage in our review of Mr. Lloyd’s 
** Inquiry, &c.”’ (pp. 639, 640,) whether we intend thereby to express our approbation 
of extempore preaching. The question surprised us not a little, for we had no idea 
that such a construction could be put on that passage. For his information, however, 
we answer decidedly, No. We are sure that if extempore preaching were adopted at 
large among our Clergy, or to any extent, it would tend to the deterioration of gospel 
truth and gospel piety. This is enough for us to say in this place on the subject. On a 
future oceasion we may give our reasons for such an opinion. The only drift of the pas- 
sage in question, as far as extempore preaching is concerned, is to inculcate that we are 
not necessarily to conclude against the ministerial usefulness of a Clergyman because he 
is anextempore preacher. An equitable consideration of such a nature is quite consistent 
with an abstract hostility to that mode of preaching. 

The lines of Benevolus and Philochrestus have been received. 

We presume that the writer on the subject of Church Music is the same as the 
“‘ Constant Reader” who addressed us on that subject some time ago. That, however, 
is the only communication which has reached us from him. So far from making light 
of the subject, we consider it of very great importance, and shall be glad to hear what 
he or any other correspondent may have to say on it. 

The wish of Clericus Hantoniensis is quite in accordance with our plan and wishes. 
The omission has been only accidental amidst the pressure of other matter. At the same 
time we are influenced in great measure in regard to the reports in question, by scruples 
as to their authenticity and a-curacy, their entire value depending on these points. 

We hope to take up the subject of clerical visitation to a penitent criminal under 
sentence of death in our next, and to satisfy the inquiries of our correspondent, who 
requests our opinion respecting it. 








